
EXODUS: MORE GRUMBLES 

Saturday, May 4 

Reading: Exodus 16:1-13 
 

Exodus 16:11  The LORD said to Moses, 12  “I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites. Tell them,  

‘At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning you will be filled with bread. Then you will know that  

I am the LORD your God.’ ” 13  That evening quail came and covered the camp, and in the morning  

there was a layer of dew around the camp. 
 

It had been one month since they left Egypt. As their journey continues the Israelites find more 

things to complain about. Now they complain about the lack of food. They remember “the Good 

Old Days” in Egypt where there was plenty to eat. They remembered the food but forgot about 

the slavery. They felt that death as slaves was better than starving in the wilderness. They go so 

far as to wish they had been victims of God’s plagues on Egypt instead of recipients of His 

protection and care. Once again they grumbled against Moses and Aaron. But Moses reminds 

them they are really grumbling against God! 

 

God promises to give them both bread and meat – an impossible feat in the desert for such a 

large multitude. At evening the glory of God appears to all the people and quail enough for 

everyone descends on the camp. In the morning the manna falls and will continue throughout 

their wilderness wandering. God provided to prove to Israel that He was the Lord. He provided 

despite their bad attitudes. 

 

LESSON ONE: “If Only We had Died by the Lord’s Hand in Egypt.” It should be no surprise 

when great victory is followed by challenging times. It is easy to have faith after the miracle. It is 

harder to continue in faith in the desert. But to have a glorified view of the past does not help. 

Have you ever heard someone say, “It was better back in my day.” or “We never did it that way 

before!” Both these statements are a form of complaining. The truth is, every generation has 

good times and bad times. There are no “Good Old Days.” There are just days! While we should 

learn from the past, we cannot live in the past. What good things do you remember about your 

past? How about bad things? What can you learn from the past that will help you in the present? 

How can you learn to not live in the past?  

 

LESSON TWO: “You are Not Grumbling Against Us, But Against the Lord.” When people 

complain against God’s leaders doing God’s work God’s way, they are really complaining 

against God. They are saying that God doesn’t know what He is doing. That is a very dangerous 

thing to do! The Israelites would learn this the hard way. Moses’ answer was to “come before the 

Lord, for He has heard your grumbling” (16:9). When we focus on the Lord and His grace, “the 

grumbles” will go away. What has tempted you to grumble recently? What has God done for you 

that can defeat the grumbles in your life? 
 


