
Restore Week 3: Because I’m a Child of God 

I Give My Life to His Will 
 

I’M A CHILD OF GOD 

Tuesday, May 3 

Reading: 1 John 3 
 

1 John 3:1  See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!  
And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know Him. 2  Dear  
friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know  
that when Christ appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

 

What does it mean that I am the child of Ray and Mary Olling? The way I look comes mostly 

from my mother’s side. My hairline comes from my dad. Much of my teaching and ministry 

style comes from the experience of growing up in a ministry-focused family. We all receive 

genetic and learned traits from our parents. To some extent, our identity is shaped by our parents. 

 

In 1 John 3, the apostle informs believers that we are children of God. As if John anticipates an 

objection to this, he adds “And that is what we are!” No, really! We are children of God. We 

stand in God’s presence forgiven and redeemed. “There is now no condemnation for those who 

are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).  

 

This is because of God’s love. John is astounded by the “great love the Father has lavished on 

us.” In his gospel, John always refers to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” I don’t 

believe this is a statement of superiority on his part but of humility. It is John’s way of 

expressing his amazement that Jesus would love him. We can all say the same thing! As God’s 

children we are all “the one Jesus loves.”  

 

This does not mean we are perfect. John goes on to say “what we will be has not yet been made 

known.” In other words, we are children of God who are growing to become more like Him. 

When Christ returns He will finish the work He began in us (see Philippians 1:6) and “we shall 

be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” In the meantime, we are to purify ourselves “just as 

He is pure.” This is a process – a growing, living process. That is why John states in the 

following verses that “no one who is born of God will continue to sin.” As children of God we 

move away from our old sinful ways and become more like our heavenly Father each day. 

 

In his book, Vince Antonucci describes the relationship of a father with his child who is just 

learning to walk.
1 

When they fall down the father does not berate and criticize them. He does not 

disown them because they fell. Instead, he loving helps them back up and encourages them to try 

again. That is how our heavenly Father treats His children. He knows we are going to fall. But 

He is there to pick us up and encourage us to try again. He loving disciplines us so that we can 

walk as we should. 
 

 How would it change what you think of yourself if you took to heart the fact that you are a 

child of God?  

 How would it change how you act? The way you think? The way you treat others?  

 How will claiming your position as a child of God help you with the hurts, habits, and hang 

ups in your life? 
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Vince Antonucci. Restore, p 114-115 

 
READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Ephesians 5-6 


