
BLIND EYES 

Monday, May 3 

Reading: Luke 18:31-43 
 

Luke 18:43  Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, 
they also praised God. 

 

Fanny Crosby (1820-1915) was a prolific hymn writer. During her life she wrote over 8000 

hymns and gospel songs such as ‘Blessed Assurance’ and ‘To God be the Glory.’ She was also 

known for her teaching and rescue mission work. The amazing thing about Fanny was that she 

was blind since she was six weeks old. But this did not discourage her. She once said, “If I had a 

choice, I would still choose to remain blind…for when I die, the first face I will ever see will be 

the face of my blessed Savior.” 
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In this passage we first we see Jesus’ disciples who are still spiritually blind (18:31-34). Jesus 

predicts His death for the third time and gives even more details. But the disciples “did not 

understand” what Jesus was talking about. Their minds were still focused on an earthly kingdom 

and not the plan of God. 

 

Next we meet a physically blind man who can really see (18:35-43). Jesus is on the last leg of 

His journey to Jerusalem. Jericho is 18 miles northeast of Jerusalem and was a natural stop for 

pilgrims on their way to ‘the Holy City.’ The crowds with Jesus were also on their way to the 

Passover feast. As they passed by, a blind beggar began shouting “Jesus, Son of David, have 

mercy on me!” Mark tells us his name is Bartimaeus. The title “Son of David” was a clear 

statement that Bartimaeus believed Jesus was the promised Messiah! This blind man could see 

that Jesus was the Messiah while many who had seen His miracle and heard His teachings were 

blinded to the fact of Who He was. 

 

The crowds tried to silence this beggar, but Bartimaeus would not be quiet. All their efforts only 

made him cry louder. His persistence is another sign of his faith. When Jesus heard his cry, He 

called for the blind man to be brought to Him.  

 

Jesus’ question gave Bartimaeus a chance to verbally express his faith. He had already declared 

his belief that Jesus was the Messiah; now he affirms his faith that Jesus could give him back his 

sight. Jesus proclaims that it was faith that allowed the man to be healed. His healing resulted in 

praise to God by the people and the former blind man following his Savior. 

 

The disciples could see with their eyes but their hearts were clouded by their own ideas about 

Jesus’ mission. Blind Bartimaeus could not see with his eyes but his heart had faith to believe 

Jesus could help him. Are we spiritually blinded to God’s will and plan for our lives? Are we so 

caught up in our own plans and ideas that we forget cry out to the Savior, “Have mercy on me?” 
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READ THRU THE BIBLE: 1 Chronicles 26-29; Acts 2 


