
EXODUS: FROM PRAISE TO COMPLAINT 

Friday, May 3 

Reading: Exodus 15:14-27 
 

Exodus 15:25  There the LORD issued a ruling and instruction for them and put them to the test.  

26  He said, “If you listen carefully to the LORD your God and do what is right in his eyes, if you  

pay attention to his commands and keep all his decrees, I will not bring on you any of the diseases  

I brought on the Egyptians, for I am the LORD, who heals you.” 
 

As Moses’ song continues, the Israelites sing about the results of the parting of the Red Sea. 

When the nations hear they will be terrified because of the power of God. Philistia, Edom, Moab, 

and Canaan were all nations who would be enemies of Israel in their new land. This prophecy 

came true. When Joshua and the people entered the Promised Land 40 years later, Rahab of 

Jericho told the Israelite spies: 
 

“I know that the LORD has given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, 

so that all who live in this country are melting in fear because of you. We have heard how 

the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt…When 

we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for 

the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below” (Joshua 2:9-11). 
 

However, this great miracle was all but forgotten in a few days. For three days the Israelites 

travelled in the desert with no water. And when they finally find water it is too bitter to drink. 

There hope had turned to disappointment. What do they do? Do they turn to the Lord for help? 

No! They “grumbled against Moses” again, blaming him for all their troubles.  

 

Moses cried out to God and He once again steps in. The wood Moses tossed into the water had 

no “magical” properties. It was merely a symbol like Moses holding his rod over the sea. Neither 

had any power by themselves, but were signs of obedience to God’s word. As God would tell 

them after the waters became sweet, Obedience Bring Blessing. Down the road another seven 

miles they found 12 springs and plenty of shade to rest from their hard journey. 

 

LESSON ONE: “The People Grumbled Against Moses.” After ten plagues, the crossing of the 

Red Sea on dry ground, and the drowning of the Egyptian army, you would think the Israelites 

had learned to trust God to take care of them. But after three days of thirst they once again turn 

on Moses. God knew they needed water, but He was testing their faith. And they failed! God 

sends tests into our lives to teach us and grow our faith. Grumbling or looking for someone to 

blame never helps. It is the opposite of faith! The Apostle Paul reminds us: 
 

“Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, ‘children of God 

without fault in a warped and crooked generation.’ Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky as you 

hold firmly to the word of life” (Philippians 2:14-16). 

 

LESSON TWO: “Then They Came to Elim.” What a display of God’s grace! After their failure 

of faith at the waters of Marah, God still provides a “rest stop” with plenty of water and shade. If 

life were nothing but tests, we would get discouraged. But if life was nothing but blessings, we 

would never learn discipline or grow in our faith. God knows how much we can take and 

balances life’s experiences for our ultimate good. What blessings have you experienced from 

God? What tests have grown your faith lately? 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: 1 Chronicles 13-16; Acts 1 


