
CALL FOR JUSTICE 

Thursday, May 31 

Reading: Psalm 82 
 

Psalm 82:2  “How long will you defend the unjust and show partiality to the wicked? 3  Defend the weak  
and the fatherless; uphold the cause of the poor and the oppressed. 4  Rescue the weak and the needy;  
deliver them from the hand of the wicked. 

 

It is said that Supreme Court Justice Horace Gray once confronted a man who had appeared before him in a 

lower court and had escaped conviction on a technicality with these words: 
 

“I know that you are guilty and you know it, and I wish you to remember that one day you will stand 

before a better and wiser Judge, and that there you will be dealt with according to justice and not 

according to law.” 
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Justice is one of the attributes of God. His concern for justice is clear throughout Scripture, especially for those 

who cannot help themselves. 
 

Deuteronomy 27:19  “Cursed is anyone who withholds justice from the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow.” Then  

all the people shall say, “Amen!”  
 

Isaiah 1:17  Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the case  

of the widow.  
 

James 1:27  Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their 

distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 

 

Psalm 82 picks up this theme. The title “gods” mentioned here was often applied to human judges or rulers 

because they derived their authority from God Himself. They were to rule justly in God’s name but they were 

not (82:1-4). They think they know it all, but they know and understand nothing (82:5a). They think of 

themselves like gods with all the power, but God will bring them down to the dust in death (82:6-7).  

 

The foundation of any government, church, or home is justice and righteousness. When these are abandoned the 

very foundation of society trembles and it brings darkness where there should be light (82:5b). Yet the psalm 

concludes with the hope that the “better and wiser Judge” will rise up. The earth belongs to Him and one day He 

will set all wrongs right and perfect justice and righteousness will reign (82:8). 

 

Until that day, we are to be people who seek justice in our lives, our homes, our churches, and our societies. We 

should help those who cannot help themselves in Jesus’ name, giving the world a taste of what God’s kingdom 

will be like. 
 

Micah 6:8  He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love 

mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 
 

Ephesians 5:8  For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9  (for the fruit of the 

light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10  and find out what pleases the Lord. 
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THRU THE BIBLE Reading: 2 Kings 19-21; Acts 20 


