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Acts 19:13  Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the  
Lord Jesus over those who were demon-possessed. They would say, "In the name of Jesus, whom  
Paul preaches, I command you to come out." 14  Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were  
doing this. 15  [One day] the evil spirit answered them, "Jesus I know, and I know about Paul, but  
who are you?" 16  Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all.  
He gave them such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding. 

 

In the 1970’s, a catchphrase swept the country.  It was uttered by “Geraldine Jones”, one of the 

alter egos of comedian Flip Wilson.  She was his most popular character from “The Flip Wilson 

Show.”  Whenever Geraldine did something she knew she shouldn’t she would always come 

back with the excuse “The devil made me do it!”  This flippant attitude toward Satan and the 

occult is still present in society today.  The funny caricatures of the devil make him into a joke. 

This is precisely what he wants! 

 

When Paul came to Ephesus, he found a city immersed in paganism and sorcery.  God allowed 

extraordinary miracles to be performed by Paul (19:11-12).  The “blessing” of handkerchiefs and 

aprons was not meant to be a common practice in the church.  It was a counter measure to offset 

the culture of sorcery that was strangling the city.  Some travelling Jewish exorcists apparently 

saw Paul driving out evil spirits in the name of Jesus so they decided to add Jesus’ name to their 

list of incantations.  Luke, ever the storyteller, records the comical scene of these would-be- 

exorcists so beaten by a demon possessed man that “they ran out of the house naked and 

bleeding.” 

 

Several important lessons can be learned from this event.  One, it is dangerous to take the occult 

lightly.  Satan is a powerful foe and to underestimate him and his demons is to invite trouble and 

tragedy. 

 

Second, I find it interesting that the demon knew about Jesus and Paul but did not know who 

these guys were!  We usually think that Satan and his forces focus their attention on unbelievers.  

But this demon didn’t even know who these unbelievers were!  He did however know who Paul 

was! 

 

The forces of evil do not focus the bulk of their attention on unbelievers. Unbelievers already 

belong to the side of darkness.  Satan focuses his attention on believers and uses unbelievers as 

tools for his attacks.  Those who are living for and serving God should expect the devil’s attacks.  

He knew Paul because Paul was having an impact for Christ. 

 

Does your life and work for Christ warrant Satan’s attention?  Does your impact for the kingdom 

cause the forces of evil to want to stop you?  Living for the Lord will draw the attacks of the 

enemy.  Be ready!  And remember “greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world”  

(1 John 4:4). 
 

 


