
FORK IN THE ROAD 

Wednesday, May 30 

Reading: Psalm 81 
 

Psalm 81:11  “But my people would not listen to me; Israel would not submit to me. 12  So I gave them over  
to their stubborn hearts to follow their own devices. 

 

Yogi Berra was a great baseball player and manager. He is also famous for his comically wise sayings known as 

“Yogiism.” In his 1998 book, The Yogi Book: I Really Didn’t Say Everything I Said, Berra made the following 

statement while giving directions to his home: “When you come to a fork in the road, take it!” 
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We all face those forks in the road; decisions that affect the course of our lives. Of course the most important 

decisions have to do with God and our spiritual lives. In Psalm 81, the Lord pleads with His people to make the 

right decision. 

 

The psalm begins with a call to worship and “sing for joy to God our strength” (81:1-4). All seems to be well 

with God’s people, but it is not. When God begins to speak in verse 5, His voice is like they had never heard 

Him before. From here on the Lord pleads with His people to listen. 

 

When Israel had cried out to God in Egypt, He rescued them from their bondage and showed them His great 

power (81:6-7). But it only took a few days for them to fail to trust God and begin to grumble and complain (for 

the testing at Meribah see Exodus 17). The history of Israel is one of bad decisions. Instead of choosing the God 

who saved them, they chose to worship idols. Though God promised to provide for them they refused to submit 

to Him (81:8-11). 

 

The sad results were the Israelite nation experienced defeat instead of victory (81:13-14), God’s punishment 

instead of His blessing (81:15-16). They could have looked back with rejoicing but instead they looked back in 

regret. 

 

God’s judgment is found in verse 12: “So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts to follow their own 

devices.” One of God’s most painful judgements is to let us have our own way. We may enjoy it for a time,   

but eventually we discover how much we missed by not following the Lord’s plan for us. Thankfully, God   

does not abandon His people. Even after “giving them over” to their own devices, the next verse displays  

God’s grace and the offer of a second chance: “If My people would only listen to Me, if Israel would only 

follow My ways…” 

 

In describing life, the words of actress Sarah Jessica Parker ring true: “So many roads. So many detours. So 

many choices. So many mistakes.” 
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 Are you looking at a fork in the road and don’t know which way to go? 

Take God’s words in Psalm 81 to heart:  
 

“Hear Me, My people…Open wide your mouth and I will fill it…If My people would only listen to Me  

and follow My ways…I would satisfy you.” 

 

 
1
  https://quoteinvestigator.com/2013/07/25/fork-road/ 

2
  https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/sarah_jessica_parker_381862?src=t_roads 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: 2 Kings 16-18; Acts 19 


