
JEREMIAH: FINAL FALL 

Saturday, May 30 

Reading: Jeremiah 39-40 
 

Jeremiah 40:2  When the commander of the guard found Jeremiah, he said to him, "The LORD your  
God decreed this disaster for this place. 3  And now the LORD has brought it about; he has done just 
 as he said he would. All this happened because you people sinned against the LORD and did not obey 
him. 4  But today I am freeing you from the chains on your wrists. Come with me to Babylon, if you  
like, and I will look after you; but if you do not want to, then don't come. Look, the whole country lies 
before you; go wherever you please." 
 

After a long siege, the end had finally come. Jeremiah 39 outlines the destruction of Jerusalem 

and the aftermath. Just as God had promised, Zedekiah was captured but not killed (though he 

probably wished he had been). He is forced to witness the execution of his sons and nobles. Then 

he is blinded and taken in chains to Babylon. The Temple is looted, the city burned to the 

ground, and the people led off in captivity. Only the poorest in the land are left. 

 

Under the order of Nebuchadnezzar, Jeremiah is freed by the Babylonian commander and 

allowed to choose what he wants to do. They had heard about what Jeremiah had preached to the 

people (possibly through Daniel? who had been in Babylon for about 20 years at this point). 

Jeremiah opts to stay with the people in the land and live with Gedaliah whom Nebuchadnezzar 

had appointed as governor in Judah. 

 

With the Babylonian army gone, the soldiers who had been out in the countryside fighting and 

the people who had fled to the surrounding nations returned to Judah and the new governor 

assured them that there would be no trouble as long as they served the Babylonians, the exact 

message Jeremiah had been preaching all along. He suggested they all return to their daily lives 

and live in peace. But all was not well! A plot was being organized to kill Gedaliah and although 

he was warned several times, the new governor did not believe the news to be true until it was 

too late (see Jeremiah 41). 
 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. God always keeps His promises. The people believed that they were safe merely because 

they had the Temple and still “worshipped” there. They did not believe their sinful lifestyle 

and worship of idols made any difference. God gave them 40 years to repent (about the 

length of Jeremiah’s ministry) but they refused. Has God put any warnings in your life that 

you need to heed? God has promised that “the Lord disciplines those He loves” (Hebrews 

12:6-11). 

 

2. In these verses, we see the legacy of a godly family. Gedaliah would protect and provide for 

Jeremiah after the fall of Jerusalem. Gedaliah was the son of Ahikam who had protected 

Jeremiah when an angry Temple mob wanted to kill him early in his career (Jer. 26:24). 

Gedaliah’s grandfather was Shaphan, the scribe who had read the Book of the Law to King 

Josiah after it had been found during Temple repairs (2 Chron. 34:14-21). At least three 

generations of godly men who listened to God’s Word and were blessed for their 

faithfulness.What legacy will you leave for the next generation? How are you ensuring that 

your children will remember your faith and devotion to Christ? 
 


