
THE CAMEL & THE NEEDLE’S EYE 

Sunday, May 2 

Reading: Luke 18:18-30 
 

Luke 18:24  Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!  

25  Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich  

to enter the kingdom of God.” 
 

Don’t let anyone tell you Jesus does not have a sense of humor. I have often chuckled when I try 

to imagine a camel - one of the biggest animals in Israel - trying to squeeze through the eye of a 

needle. I’ve always had a problem threading needles. The thread just doesn’t seem to want to go 

through that tiny hole. I’ve tried those things you can buy to thread the needle for you and I still 

have issues. I guess I was not meant to be a seamstress. I don’t know what I would do if I had to 

pull a camel through the eye of that needle!   

 

This is exactly the point Jesus was making after His conversation with the rich young ruler. This 

man was interested in eternal life but his question was wrong. He asked, “What must I DO to 

inherit eternal life?” Jesus wanted him to realize that all his good works and “law-keeping” were 

not enough. He lists all the Ten Commandments that deal with human relationships except one - 

“You shall not covet.” This was the very one that this rich man was breaking! Jesus’ call for him 

to sell everything and follow Him proved that his possessions were more important to him than 

his soul. He went away sad and lost! 

 

Jesus’ teaching shocked the disciples. They had been taught that riches were a sign of God’s 

blessing. Thus this rich young ruler had to be a godly person! But Jesus replied that wealth is 

often a deterrent to salvation. People would rather trust in their own abilities than surrender 

everything to the Lord. This is where “the camel through the eye of a needle” joke comes in.   

 

Some have suggested that “the eye of the needle” was a small gate in the wall of a city.  A camel 

would have to unload all its baggage and kneel down in order to get through this gate. There are 

several problems with this interpretation. One, there is no evidence that a gate of this sort every 

existed! Two, this interpretation would destroy Jesus’ whole argument. This view states that a 

camel COULD actually get through the small gate; but Jesus said it was impossible! To hold to 

this gate view is in fact to believe in a “works-based” salvation. So we are again left with the 

ridiculous picture of that poor camel trying to squeeze through a literal needle’s eye. 

 

This was Jesus’ point all along! There is nothing we can do to earn salvation. There is no trick, 

no action, no works that will earn us eternal life. But “what is impossible for men is possible 

with God.” Are you depending on anything other than the grace of God for your salvation? 
 


