
JEREMIAH: LIVING IN EXILE 

Friday, May 29 

Reading: Jeremiah 29-31 
 

Jeremiah 31:31  "The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and with the house of Judah...33  "This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that 
time," declares the LORD. "I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and 
they will be my people. 34  No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the 
LORD,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest," declares the LORD. "For I will 
forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."  

 

The Babylonians had invaded Jerusalem and taken many of the people to Babylon as 

exiles.These exiles were getting a mixed message. Prophets both back home in Jerusalem and 

living in Babylon with them were saying that their time in exile would be brief. Jeremiah writes a 

letter to the exiles telling them to settle down and start families because they will be in Babylon 

for 70 years. He is opposed by a prophet named Shemaiah who sends a letter back to Jerusalem 

telling the priests to punish Jeremiah. God, however, promises to punish Shemaiah and all the 

false prophets instead. 

 

But Jeremiah does have good news for these exiles.The Lord has plans to prosper them and give 

them hope and a future (29:11). God promises that though He has wounded them, He will one 

day restore them and punish their enemies (ch. 30). God’s love is “an everlasting love” (31:3). 

He will turn their weeping into joy as they repent and God restores them to their land (31:7-28). 

This will occur when they call on the Lord and seek Him with all their hearts (29:10-14). 

 

God would accomplish this change through a New Covenant that He will establish with His 

people (31:31-37). Unlike the Law of Moses that was written on stone, this covenant will be 

written on their hearts. They will no longer reject their God but all shall know Him. They will no 

longer be a rebellious people for God will forgive their sins and remember them no more.   

  

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. As Christians, we are like exiles - living on earth away from our true home in heaven (1 Peter 

2:11). Jeremiah’s instructions to the Jewish exiles in Babylon can instruct us as we live in 

this world. 

 Remember that God has put us here (29:4). God’s plan to reach Babylon was to put His 

people in the middle of it! So it is with us today. 

 Establish a presence in this world (29:5-6).  We should build for the future, raise godly 

families, and get to work. Our job is to represent God in the heart of the world. 

 Seek the peace of this world (29:7a).  “Peace” is the Hebrew word shalom. It means 

order, health, harmony, well-being, wholeness. In other words: Be an example! 

 Pray for the world (29:7b).  Do we pray for our government leaders or do we just 

complain when they don’t do what we want them to? Do we pray for the peace of the 

world? Does our example contribute to shining God’s light in the world?   

 

2. The New Covenant spoken of by Jeremiah began with the cross of Christ. Jesus Himself said, 

“This cup is the new covenant in My blood” (Luke 22:20). His death made forgiveness of 

sins possible. We look forward to the day when sin will be completely eradicated and Christ 

will reign forever and ever! 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: Romans 7 


