
HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION 

Sunday, May 29

[1] How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent word! 

What more can He say than to you He hath said, 

To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

 

[2] “Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, 

For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 

Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.” 

 

[3] “When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 

My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply; 

The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 

Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.” 

 

[4] The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 

I will not, I will not desert to his foes; 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake!” 

 

Who wrote the hymn “How Firm a Foundation” is a mystery. It was first published in 1787 in A Selection of 

Hymns from the Best Authors compiled by John Rippon, a Baptist pastor in London. The writer was listed only 

as “K-.” In 1822, the hymn was attributed to “Kn.” The 1835 edition ascribed authorship to “Kirkham.” The 

most popular candidate is Robert Keene who was a close friend of Pastor Rippon and was the song leader at his 

church for many years. But no other hymns were attributed to him. It is likely that he helped compile the hymn 

book but probably did not write the hymn himself. The author of this great hymn of the faith has simply been 

lost to history. 

 

The Hymn “How Firm a Foundation” was very popular. It was sung frequently in both the North and the South 

during the Civil War. It is reported that Andrew Jackson requested it to be sung at his death bed and that 

General Robert E. Lee asked it to be sung at his funeral. It was a favorite hymn of Theodore Roosevelt. It has 

remained a favorite hymn through the years. (PS – This hymn is sung at the opening of every Thru the Bible 

radio broadcast with J. Vernon McGee – see Saturday’s devotion this week). 

 

Whoever wrote “How Firm a Foundation” was obviously well acquainted with God’s Word and loved the 

promises it makes for believers. It originally had seven four-line stanzas. The four listed here are what appear in 

most hymn books today.  

 

The first verse declares the firm foundation of God’s Word that He has given to us. In verses 2-4 the Lord is 

speaking and giving us His promises. Verse 2 is a quotation from Isaiah 41:10: “Fear not, for I am with you; Be 

not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My 

righteous right hand” (NKJV) 

 

Verse 3 takes its words from several sources… 
 

Isaiah 43:2  When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.  

2 Corinthians 12:9  But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” 

Isaiah 1:25  I will turn My hand against you; I will thoroughly purge away your dross and remove all your impurities.  

1 Peter 1:7  These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes  

even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
 

The 4
th

 verse takes much of its thoughts from Moses’ charge to Joshua in Deuteronomy 31: “Be strong and 

courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you; He will never 

leave you nor forsake you (31:6). Jesus said, “Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 

you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls” (Matthew 11:28-29).  The psalmist wrote, “Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from 

Him. Truly He is my rock and my salvation; He is my fortress, I will not be shaken” (Psalm 62:5-6). 

 
Listen to “How Firm a Foundation” on Youtube @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDy-FSGORVY 

  
1  https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-how-firm-a-foundation 


