
ROMANS: THE WRATH OF GOD 

Tuesday, May 28 

Reading: Romans 1:18-32 
 

Romans 1:18  The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness 

of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness,  
 

Before a person can receive God’s salvation they must first accept that they are sinners under the 

condemnation of God. Paul begins by giving a vivid picture of the heathen world without Christ. 

 

THEY SUPPRESS THE TRUTH - They are ungodly and unrighteous and like it that way. This 

is shown because they “suppress the truth” (1:18). In other words, they knew God’s truth but 

chose to ignore it and replaced it with their own fantasies. The truth of God’s power and 

authority can be seen in His creation, so they are without excuse (1:19-20). 

 

THEY DO NOT GLORIFY GOD - It has been said that the chief end of man is glorify God and 

enjoy Him forever. Those who refuse to accept the truth God has revealed are unthankful. 

Ignoring the truth of the Creator, they instead turned to worship the creation (1:21-25). 

 

THEY REAP THE RESULTS OF THEIR WICKENDNESS - Rejecting God leads to a 

downward spiral. These include foolish thinking (1:22), moral decay (1:24) spiritual stupidity 

(1:23, 25) and depraved thoughts and actions (1:26-28). Those who choose to live in sin put God 

out of their minds and fill that void with every form of wickedness (1:28-31). 

 

THEY ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO FOLLOW THEIR EXAMPLE - Knowing that the 

punishment for sin against God is death, sinners continue to practice their wickedness in direct 

rebellion against God. Worse yet, they approve and encourage others who follow their evil 

example (1:32). 

 

LESSON ONE: “Filled With Every Kind of Wickedness.” Paul gives multiple examples of the 

heinous sins a life without God will lead to. Among this list are some sins that might surprise 

you. In the midst of talking about sexual perversions, murder, God-haters and such, Paul lists 

gossips, disobeying parents, and boasting. Many Christians would not consider these things as 

equal to the other sins listed. In his book Respectable Sins Jerry Bridges states that these kind of 

“small” sins are often overlooked by Christians and deemed acceptable because they are focused 

on the “big” sins in society. But sin is sin! There are no big or small sins with God. They all 

displease God and are ripe for His judgment. Are you ignoring some sin in your life because you 

think it does not matter? Examine your heart and confess any sins that may be lurking there. 

 

LESSON TWO: “God Gave Them Over.” Three times the apostle makes this statement (1:24, 

26, 28). When people reject God and choose to live by their own sinful desires and depraved 

minds, God lets their sinfulness run its course and they receive the punishment they deserve. 

That is why we call people to repentance! Do you love people enough to confront them about 

their sin and disobedience? 
 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Nehemiah 5-8; Acts 18 


