
Restore Week 6: I Stay Connected with God and Others 
 

CONNECT WITH OTHERS: LIVING IN COMMUNITY 

Friday, May 27 

Reading: Romans 12 
 

Romans 12:10  Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11  Never be lacking in  
zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 
 

“Addictions lose their power when we live in healthy community. In community I find healing; in isolation I 

never will.”
1
 One of the images the Bible uses to describe the community of believers is a body. We are the 

Body of Christ. When part of our human body is unhealthy it affects the rest of the body. So when one member 

of the church community is spiritually unhealthy it impacts the rest of the church. The Apostle Paul gives us 

some commands for how to live in community. 

 

BE HUMBLE (12:3-8) – In this discussion on spiritual gifts the apostle warns us about thinking we are better 

than others. Every believer is important and God has given every believer a spiritual gift to be used to serve 

Him. “Each member belongs to all the others.” We are a body! We all work together to accomplish God’s 

purpose. There is no room for selfish pride. What part has God called you to do in the church? 

 

DEVOTED IN LOVE (12:9-12) – The word “sincere” means genuine, real, not fake. We are to be bound 

together by love and respect. We are to think of others first (see Philippians 2). This love gives us the zeal to 

serve the Lord together, to by joyful and patient in hard times, and to pray together for God’s will in our lives. 

 

SHARE WITH THE LORD’S PEOPLE (12:13-15) – The word “share” is koinonia – the same Greek word 

translated as “fellowship” in Acts 2. We are to share life together. To rejoice with those who rejoice and mourn 

with those who mourn means that we must really know and care about what is going on in each other’s lives.  

 

LIVE IN HARMONY (12:16-18) – “Live in harmony” literally means ‘be of the same mind.” We are united in 

our desire to serve Christ and live for Christ. This attitude should extinguish all quarrels and arguments in the 

church (see Romans 14-15). 
 

“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ  

Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept one  

another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God” (Romans 15:5-7) 
 

Too many churches today have lost the expression of real community. Instead of sharing life together, we 

would rather isolate ourselves and keep each other at a safe distance. But that is not God’s plan. His desire is for 

us to connect, share, and live life together. And we each need at least one trusted believer that we can share 

everything with – someone who has permission to ask the tough questions. Someone who is there to love, 

support, and pray for us in our struggles and in our victories. Someone who can carry our burdens with us 

(Galatians 6:1-2) and will speak the truth in love so “we will grow to become in every respect the mature body 

of Him who is the head, that is, Christ. From Him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting 

ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work” (Ephesians 4:15-16). 
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READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Hebrews 5-6 


