
Restore Week 6: I Stay Connected with God and Others 
 

CONNECT WITH OTHERS: A NEW FELLOWSHIP RUT 

Thursday, May 26 

Reading: Acts 2:42-47; Hebrews 10:19-25  
 

Hebrews 10:24  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25  not giving up meeting 

together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
 

In his book The Purpose Driven Life, Pastor Rick Warren writes, “We were created for community, fashioned 

for fellowship, and formed for a family, and none of us can fulfill God’s purposes by ourselves.”
1
 Too often we 

define fellowship as everyone bringing a dish to share at the potluck. And while fellowship can occur at these 

times, we are missing so much if that is as far as we go! 

 

Look at the early days of the church in the book of Acts. Those first believers “devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:42). The word ‘fellowship’ 

in Greek is koinonia and means “to share; to have in common.” As the following verses illustrate, these 

believers shared everything. They shared in learning God’s Word together (apostles’ doctrine), in celebrating 

the Lord’s Table (breaking of bread), and in prayer. They met together in large groups “in the temple courts” 

and in small groups as they “broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts” (Acts 

2:46). They shared life together. That is what fellowship is all about! 

 

Hebrews presents Jesus as our Great High Priest and the final sacrifice for sin (9:1 – 10:18). It then applies this 

truth to our lives. We can draw near to God because we have been cleansed from our sins and we can hold 

confidently to our faith because God is faithful (10:22-23). After applying this truth to our relationship with 

God the author relates it to our relationships with each other. We are to “spur one another on toward love and 

good deeds” and be “encouraging one another” (10:24-25). The phrase “spur on” literally means to sharpen. 

This word is often used in a negative sense as in provoking someone to anger. Here it has the positive idea of 

stimulating love and good deeds in each other. We are to sharpen each other as we live life together. 

 

The phrase “giving up” translates the Greek word meaning ‘to forsake, desert, leave behind.’ Many have used 

this verse to defend church attendance. And this is certainly true! But it is not limited to that. We need to gather 

together in large groups to worship, learn, and do God’s work together. But we should also meet in small 

groups, class settings, and one-on-one. Anytime believers meet together to study God’s Word, to pray, to share 

our lives together we are fulfilling this command. We cannot be who God wants us to be without each other. 

“None of us can fulfill God’s purposes by ourselves.”  

 

Do you connect with other believers outside the church building? Are you meeting with a small group to share 

your spiritual journey together? How are you encouraging other Christians to serve the Lord, grow in their faith, 

have victory over sin, and reach out in His love to those around you? 
 

 

1
  https://www.stephensizer.com/sermons/romans12place.htm 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Hebrews 3-4 


