
JEREMIAH: CALLED TO BE UNPOPULAR 

Tuesday, May 26 

Reading: Jeremiah 1-2 

 
Jeremiah 1:4  The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 5  "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations." 6  "Ah, Sovereign LORD," 

I said, "I do not know how to speak; I am only a child." 7  But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a 

child.' You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 8  Do not be afraid of them, 

for I am with you and will rescue you," declares the LORD. 
 

Jeremiah’s call in the 13
th

 year of Josiah was only one year after the king had begun his reform 

movement. It would be another 5 years before the book of the Law was discovered in the Temple 

(see 2 Chron. 34). He was born into a priestly family but God had other plans for Jeremiah; plans 

that had been set in place before he was even born. 

 

Jeremiah protests that he is too young to be God’s prophet and that he is unable to speak. A 

priest would begin his duties in the Temple at age 30 so Jeremiah was probably younger than 

that. However, God orders Jeremiah to go and speak all that He commands. He warns that the 

people would not listen and that trouble lay ahead, but God would make him “a fortified city, an 

iron pillar and a bronze wall to stand against the whole land.” 

 

Jeremiah’s message was not a “warm and fuzzy” one. It condemned Judah for betraying the God 

who saved them from Egypt and brought them to the Promised Land. They falsely claimed that 

they have not sinned and yet they worshipped idols and blamed God for not saving them out of 

the trouble they have caused for themselves!   

 

For more than 40 years, Jeremiah would proclaim the message of God’s judgment to a nation 

who wouldn’t listen. He made the right choice to follow God and as a result became one of the 

most unpopular prophets in Jewish history! 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. The message of sin is just as unpopular today as it was in Jeremiah’s day. However, we 

cannot water down the message in order to be popular with people. God’s Word is truth and 

we must proclaim the whole truth and nothing but the truth. Have you ever thought about 

this: If we don’t experience rejection of God’s message sometimes, maybe we are not telling 

it correctly! 

 

2. God said that His people had “gone far from Me” (2:5). When God seems far away, who is it 

that has moved? 

 

3. Jeremiah said the people had forsaken God, their Source of living water and instead dug their 

own broken cisterns (or wells) that could never satisfy (2:13). For them these broken cisterns 

were their idols. What are some “broken cisterns” that people replace God with today? 

 

4. “Has a nation ever changed its gods?  (Yet they are not gods at all.) But My people have 

exchanged their Glory for worthless idols” (2:11). This verse reminds me of all the false 

religions of the world who are so zealous to win converts. And yet, we have the truth and we 

sit back and don’t tell anyone about it!  That really “hits me where I live!” 
 

 

READ THE NT: Romans 4 


