
JEREMIAH: THE WEEPING PROPHET 

Monday, May 25 

Reading: Jeremiah 8-9 
 

Jeremiah 8:21  Since my people are crushed, I am crushed; I mourn, and horror grips me. 22  Is there no 

balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then is there no healing for the wound of my people?  
9:1 Oh, that my head were a spring of water and my eyes a fountain of tears! I would weep day and night  

for the slain of my people.  
 

The Jewish rabbis called Jeremiah “the weeping prophet.” By human standards his ministry was 

a wretched failure. He delivered God’s message to Judah for over 40 years and at the end 

Jerusalem was destroyed and the people were taken as captives to Babylon. He had experienced 

beatings, imprisonment, and multiple attempts on his life. And he could only count a handful of 

people who had been changed because of his ministry. But God does not measure success by 

numbers or popularity. Jeremiah was a success in God’s eyes because he remained faithful and 

obedient despite the pressures around him. 

 

AUTHOR: There is little doubt that Jeremiah himself authored this book (and the book of 

Lamentations). The political and spiritual health of Judah was going downhill fast (see 2 Kings 

22-25 & 2 Chronicles 34-36). God called Jeremiah to deliver a message of judgment to His 

wayward people. His message was very unpopular because it urged Jerusalem to surrender to the 

Babylonians. The book of Jeremiah presents us with his sermons, object lessons, and life 

experiences. One challenge is to place these in their correct time settings since Jeremiah did not 

record them in chronological order. He jumps back and forth in time to present his material in a 

loose thematic structure. 

 

OUTLINE OF JEREMIAH & LAMENTATIONS: 

(1) Jeremiah’s Call       Jeremiah 1 

(2) Jeremiah’s Ministry to Judah     Jeremiah 2-45 

  - Sermons & Object Lessons  2-19 

  - Jeremiah Persecuted   20-28; 35-36 

  - Promises of Restoration  29-33 

  - The Last Days of Jerusalem  34; 37-40 

  - Aftermath of the Exile  41-45 

(3) Jeremiah’s Warnings to the Nations    Jeremiah 46-51 

(4) Recap of Jerusalem’s Fall     Jeremiah 52 

(5) 5 Laments Over Jerusalem     Lamentations 1-5 

 

The leaders in Jeremiah’s day used a “band-aid” theology. They ignored the sin of the people 

and only said what made the people feel good. Jeremiah, however, loved his people and it broke 

his heart to see them reject God. He wept over their condition and spoke the truth of God into 

their lives to try and make them see the error of their ways.  

 

Are there any Jeremiah’s today? Do we weep over the sins of our society? Or have we become 

so complacent and hard-hearted that the evil around us doesn’t even make us blush anymore? 

We need a church of Jeremiah’s that stands against sin with a loving heart for people. 
 

 

READ THE NT: Romans 3 


