
EXODUS: FILLED WITH GOD’S GLORY 

Saturday, May 25 

Reading: Exodus 40:33-38 
 

Exodus 40:34  Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled  

the tabernacle.  
 

When everything was completed, “the glory of God filled the Tabernacle.” This glory-cloud had 

only occasionally filled the temporary tent of meeting Moses had set up outside of the camp 

(Exodus 33:7-11). Now God’s presence, symbolized by the pillar of cloud and fire, would dwell 

with His people as He had promised. The glory of God was so intense in this moment that not 

even Moses could enter the Tabernacle. 

 

God’s presence would be the Israelites’ guide. When the glory-cloud lifted from the Tabernacle 

the people would prepare to move. When it rested on the Tabernacle the people rested as well. 

Throughout their journey, through disobedience and trials, through grumblings and rebellion, 

God’s presence was in their midst. 

 

LESSON ONE: “The Glory of the Lord Filled the Tabernacle.” For much of their history, God’s 

presence could be visibly seen in this glory-cloud that rested over the Tabernacle and particularly 

the Ark of the Covenant. Centuries later, God’s glory would fill Solomon’s Temple in the same 

way (2 Chronicles 7:1-3). Sadly, Ezekiel records God’s glory leaving the Temple just before the 

Babylonian’s destroyed Jerusalem because of Israel’s disobedience (Ezekiel 10:4, 18-19; 11:23). 

God’s glory would return in the person of Jesus Christ (John 1:4). Today, believers are the 

Temple of God because the Holy Spirit dwells in us (1 Corinthians 3:16) and we are commanded 

to be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). God’s glory is revealed in us as we “live lives 

worthy of God, who calls you into His kingdom and glory” (1 Thessalonians 2:12). How does 

your life reflect God’s glory? Are you allowing the Spirit to constantly fill you with His power to 

live a godly life and be an effective witness? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Moses Finished the Work.” The work of construction was completed. The 

place where God would meet with His people was done. Exodus concludes with the glory of the 

Lord filling the Tabernacle. One pastor makes an interesting comparison of the end of the book 

of Exodus to a wedding. 

 

“…following months of preparation and planning, I often say to the newly married couple 

that although the wedding has finally come, the marriage is just beginning.” 
1
 

 

And so it was for the Israelites. They are excited that God’s presence is dwelling with them and 

that He is leading them. But now they must move forward. There are many tests and trials in the 

wilderness before they reach the Promised Land. The same is true for us today. Salvation is but 

the first step in our walk of faith. There will be desert experiences as well as awesome 

experiences of God’s presence and provision. The Apostle Paul tells us, “live in order to please 

God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more 

and more” (1 Thessalonians 4:1). Are you moving forward in your faith or has it become 

stagnant? Has your walk of faith been reduced to a crawl? What is your plan to do “more and 

more” for Christ? 
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