
HISTORY LESSON 

Thursday, May 24 

Reading: Psalm 78:1-33 
 

Psalm 78:5  He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in Israel, which he commanded our ancestors to  
teach their children, 6  so the next generation would know them, even the children yet to be born, and they in turn  
would tell their children. 7  Then they would put their trust in God and would not forget his deeds but would keep his 
commands. 8  They would not be like their ancestors— a stubborn and rebellious generation, whose hearts were not  
loyal to God, whose spirits were not faithful to him. 

 

“Those who fail to learn from history are doomed to repeat it.” The origin of this quotation is unclear. A similar 

statement was made by writer philosopher George Santayana in 1905 but through the years many have said 

some variation of this line. It implies that history runs in cycles and if you do not learn from the mistakes of the 

past you are bound to repeat them. 
 

The author of Psalm 78 would concur with this statement. This is an historical psalm. It presents the history of 

Israel from the Exodus to King David. And it shows Israel falling into the same sins over and over. 
 

Psalm 78:5-8 are key to this psalm. The way to not repeat the sins of the past is to trust in God and keep your 

heart loyal to Him. God commands that this be passed on to the next generation so they will follow the Lord as 

well. This is something the nation of Israel never learned. They would have periods of faithfulness to God but 

eventually would turn back to their own ways and idolatrous practices. 
 

The psalm lists many reasons why the Israelites were doomed to repeat the cycle of sin and judgment 

throughout their history.  
 

1. They refused to live by His law (78:10). They wanted to live by their own standards and their own rules. 

2. They forgot what He had done (78:11). Despite all the miracles they had seen they constantly disobeyed and 

grumbled against God. 

3. They continued to sin and rebel (78:17, 32). Despite the warnings and the care God had given them, they 

continued to live only for themselves and their desires. 

4. They tested God (78:18-20). This Hebrew word means ‘to test or prove the quality of something.” No matter 

how much God did for them, it was never enough. Their question was always, “What has God done for me 

lately?” 

5. They did not believe in God or trust Him (77:22). This is at the heart of their problem. Their hearts were not 

changed. They did not really believe in God. They wanted the blessings without committing to the God who 

provided the blessings.  
 

Sound familiar? God has blessed America as a nation but still we continue to turn away from Him. People want 

to live by their own rules and refuse to put their faith in God. The attitudes expressed in this psalm could be 

written about America today. We as a nation have failed to learn from the history of Israel and may be doomed 

to repeat God’s judgment. 
 

How about you? Are you stuck in cycle of sin that pulls you away from God? Take a lesson from the Israelites - 

turn to God in repentance and have a loyal heart toward His ways. Then don’t forget to pass the faith on to the 

next generation. 
 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: 2 Kings 4-6; Acts 15 


