
EXODUS: SHADOWS AND SUBSTANCE 

Friday, May 24 

Reading: Exodus 40:17-32 
 

Exodus 40:17  So the tabernacle was set up on the first day of the first month in the second year. 
 

Once again Moses records a walk through the Tabernacle and its furnishings as he sets each 

piece in place. Hebrews 8 tells us that the Tabernacle and priesthood were “a copy and shadow” 

of heavenly things. Each piece of the Tabernacle tells us something about the Lord Jesus Christ 

and our relationship with Him. 

 

The Ark of the Covenant has been discussed in previous devotions. It was the place of God’s 

presence and where the blood was placed on the Day of Atonement. The veil that shielded the 

Ark separated people from the presence of God. This is the veil that was torn down the middle 

when Jesus cried “It is finished” on the cross. Jesus’ death opened the way into God’s presence 

for all who believe. 

 

As the priests served in the Holy Place the Table of Shewbread provided sustenance and the 

Golden Lampstand provided light. Only the priests were allowed to eat the holy bread which 

reminds us that Jesus is the Bread of Life for those who believe (John 6:35, 48-51). The seven 

branches of the lampstand were to be constantly burning. Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). 

The priests burned incense on the gold Altar of Incense every morning and evening. The sweet 

smelling smoke was a picture of prayers being offered to God. Prayer is a central factor in our 

relationship with God. 

 

Outside the tent in the courtyard of the Tabernacle were the Altar of Burnt Offering and the 

Golden Basin. All sacrifices were offered on the Altar. It was a reminder that sin demanded a 

penalty – death. The lambs that were sacrificed regularly on this altar were a picture of the Lamb 

of God who would give His life on the cross for us. The Golden Basin was a place for 

purification before offering a sacrifice or entering the Holy Place to serve. It was made from the 

mirrors given by the Israelite women (38:8). Thus when the priest went to wash he would see his 

reflection in the water and the mirrors. This reminds us that we must stay clean before the Lord 

and examine ourselves daily. God’s Word is compared to both water and a mirror in the New 

Testament (see Ephesians 5:26 & James 1:23-25). 

 

LESSON: “Moses Placed the Table in the Tent of Meeting…” The three items in the Holy Place 

also give us a good picture of what we need to keep our relationship with God strong. The 

lampstand reminds us to walk in God’s light. 1 John 1:5-7 reminds us that God is light and we 

must walk in the light to have fellowship with Him and be purified from our sins. The Table of 

Shewbread reminds us of the Word of God. Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 8:3 when He said, “Man 

shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Matthew 

4:4). The Altar of Incense is a beautiful picture of prayer. As the smoke rose up from the altar 

continually, so our prayers and adoration should constantly be lifted up to the Lord (Psalm 141:2; 

1 Thess. 5:17). God’s light, God’s Word, and Prayer – the essentials of building a relationship 

with God. How are you doing in these three areas? 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Ezra 8-10; Acts 16 


