
EXODUS: SET APART TO SERVE 

Thursday, May 23 

Reading: Exodus 40:1-16 
 

Exodus 40:12  “Bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance to the tent of meeting and wash them with water. 
13  Then dress Aaron in the sacred garments, anoint him and consecrate him so he may serve me as priest. 

 

This is now the fourth time we have a description of the Tabernacle in the book of Exodus. First 

God gives the “blueprints” to Moses on Mount Sinai (Exodus 25-30). Then we have the 

construction of the Tabernacle pieces (Exodus 35-38). This is followed by an inspection of the 

Tabernacle pieces (Exodus 39). Here in chapter 40 we see the actual setting up of the Tabernacle 

for the first time. If God recorded this so many times it must be important. 

 

Moses is told to put everything in its proper place and then anoint everything with holy oil. This 

would consecrate (set apart) every part of the Tabernacle as holy. The ceremony would show the 

people the importance of honoring God through their worship in this place. 

 

Next Aaron and his sons were to be anointed as well. They were the people’s representatives 

before God. No ordinary Israelite could serve God within the Tabernacle. Only His appointed 

priests had this duty. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Consecrate It and All Its Furnishings and It Will Be Holy.” It was important 

that the people understood what the Tabernacle was all about. First, it was a place where God 

would dwell with His people. But for this to happen everything had to be set apart or made holy. 

It reminds us that if we want God’s presence with us we must be set apart to serve Him with 

clean hands and clean hearts. Second, the Tabernacle was a place of sacrifice. God knows that 

human beings will occasionally fall into sin and so He provided a means of forgiveness which 

pictured what Christ would one day accomplish on the cross. When we do fail, we too can come 

to God for forgiveness because of the blood of Christ.  

 

LESSON TWO: “Dress Aaron in the Sacred Garments, Anoint Him and Consecrate Him So He 

May Serve Me as Priest.” Leviticus 8 gives us the full description of the ordination of Aaron and 

his sons. During the ceremony Moses took some blood from one of the sacrifices and put it on 

Aaron’s right ear, right thumb, and right big toe. He did the same to Aaron’s sons. This 

symbolized that they were set apart to HEAR GOD’S WORD, DO GOD’S WORK, and WALK 

IN GOD’S WAYS.  

 

The New Testament tells us that every believer is a ‘priest’ (1 Peter 2:5, 9) with access to God. 

We are told to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 13:14) and to be consecrated (set apart) to 

live holy lives (1 Peter 1:15-16). Our salvation must be more than a ‘Get out of Hell free” card. It 

comes with a commitment to follow Christ with all our lives. Like Aaron and his sons, we are to 

hear God’s Word, Do God’s work, and Walk in God’s ways. If that is not the desire of your heart 

than you should reexamine your salvation experience. God saved us to serve Him! Are you 

living up to His call? 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Ezra 5-7; Acts 15 


