
DEVOTIONS FOR ACTS 12-16 
 
 

ARE YOU READY? 

Tuesday, May 23 

Reading: Acts 13 
 

 Acts 13:1 Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon  
called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and  
Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me  
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 So after they had fasted and  
prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.  4 The two of them, sent on their  
way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus. 

 

Dave Branon writes: “Three months before a planned missions trip, a friend and I were talking 

about the upcoming event.  He said to me, “If anyone can’t go, I’d be willing to step in and join 

you.”  This was not going to be an easy 8 days, for we would be painting, repairing, and fixing 

stuff in the July heat of Jamaica. Yet my friend seemed eager to go. 

 

About 6 weeks before we were scheduled to leave, there was an opening.  I e-mailed my 

friend—whom I hadn’t seen in the interim—and asked if he was still interested.  He immediately 

responded, “Sure! And I got a passport just in case you asked.”  He had made sure he was 

ready—just in case he got the call to go.” 
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The church in Antioch was growing fast.  They had a crack ministry team and a “Great 

Commission” focused church.  It was while they were busy serving that the Spirit singled out 

Barnabas and Saul for special assignment.  They were to begin the spread of the gospel to “the 

ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  God rarely chooses those who are “sitting on the sidelines” to do 

bigger things for Him.  Instead He calls those who are already active in obeying His commands.  

 

The church was quick to obey!  They realized that the Holy Spirit was the One in control and 

they were simply following His lead.  They laid hands on Barnabas and Saul, dedicating the 

missionaries to the Lord’s work and dedicating themselves to pray for and support the 

missionaries in this great ministry.  Having been called and commissioned, Barnabas and Saul 

set out into the unknown.  Like Branon’s friend, they had prepared for God’s work and were 

eager to get started.  

 

How do we know that God will bless a particular work?  Chinese pastor and martyr Watchman 

Nee suggested four principles that are evident in this passage.  He states that God will bless (1) 

what He initiates, (2) what depends on Him for its success, (3) what is done according to His 

word, and (4) what is done for His glory. 
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Like the church in Antioch, are our plans and programs bathed in prayer?  Do we know that God 

is behind them because we have prayed for His guidance, studied His Word, and listened to His 

Spirit?  Are we depending on Him or our own cleverness for success?  When all is said and done, 

does God get the glory?  These questions should be the starting points in everything we do for 

the Lord.  When you hear His call, are you ready? 
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