
PRAISE GOD FOR HIS WRATH 

Tuesday, May 22 

Reading: Psalm 76 
 

Psalm 76:10  Surely your wrath against mankind brings you praise, and the survivors of your wrath are restrained.  

 

“In today's postmodern world, the truth of God's wrath has become ridiculed as an outdated caricature of deity, 

or worse, denied altogether as a medieval myth. Even many Christians today seem to apologize for divine 

vengeance as if it is a blemish in God's character, or some irrelevant doctrine of Christianity.” 
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Psalm 76 is connected to the previous psalm by the theme of God’s wrath. We do not know when it was written 

but many scholars believe it was a song of celebration after God destroyed the Assyrian army (2 Chron. 32:1-

23). The imagery fits the historical account well. It is a story of God’s wrath against King Sennacherib and his 

army and His salvation Jerusalem (aka Salem and Zion). 
 

The statement people need to notice today is found in verse 10: “Surely Your wrath against mankind brings you 

praise.” Unless we fully understand the wrath of God this statement makes no sense. How can God’s anger at 

sin bring praise? 
 

Pastor and author Tim Keller makes an important point on this subject. 
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 The reason people often say they do 

not believe in Hell and the wrath of God is because they want a more loving God - One who does not punish 

evil. But in actuality if you get rid of Hell and God’s wrath you have a LESS loving God - One who lets you do 

what you want no matter the devastation it brings to your life and the lives of others. God loves us too much for 

that.  
 

Without the wrath of God there would be no reason for a Savior. If Hell is not real than the death of Christ was 

for nothing - His sacrifice was meaningless! The only way to understand and appreciate the love and grace of 

God is to realize the wrath of God against our sin.  
 

There are two ways to understand God’s wrath bringing praise in this psalm. And both are true! First, God’s 

wrath on their enemies brought praise from God’s people. They better understood God’s love for them and it 

prompted them restrain their own sin and fulfill their duties to serve Him. Second, God’s wrath shows His 

power. No matter what people do to oppose God, it will ultimately result in praise and glory to His name. God’s 

plans can never be thwarted! 
 

God’s wrath stems from His holiness. He is passionately concerned for those He created to love Him. Holiness 

and love met at Calvary where Christ took God’s wrath for us and provided the way for mankind to have a 

loving relationship with God the Father through Him. 
 

Do not shy away from the concept of God’s wrath. It is essential to understand how much God loves us. It is a 

call for the wicked to turn to Him and be saved. Praise God! 
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THRU THE BIBLE Reading: 1 Kings 19-22; Acts 13 


