
LORD, I’M COMING HOME 

Sunday, May 22 
 

 

[1] I’ve wandered far away from God   [2] I’ve wasted many precious years 

Now I’m coming home     Now I’m coming home 

The paths of sin too long I’ve trod    I now repent with bitter tears 

Lord, I’m coming home     Lord, I’m coming home 

[CHORUS] 

Coming home, coming home 

Nevermore to roam 

Open wide Thine arms of love 

Lord, I’m coming home 

 

[3] I’ve tired of sin and straying, Lord    [4] My soul is sick, my heart is sore 

Now I’m coming home     Now I’m coming home 

I’ll trust Thy love, believe Thy word    My strength renew, my hope restore 

Lord, I’m coming home                              Lord, I’m coming home 

 

                     (Verses 5 & 6 are not printed in most hymnbooks) 

 

[5] My only hope, my only plea    [6] I need His cleansing blood, I know 

Now I’m coming home     Now I’m coming home 

That Jesus died, and died for me    O wash me whiter than the snow 

Lord, I’m coming home     Lord, I’m coming home 
   T 

   

William Kirkpatrick (1838-1921)
1
 was a composer who wrote the music for many songs during his lifetime 

including some of Fanny Crosby’s now famous hymns like Tell Me the Story of Jesus, Redeemed, How I Love 

to Proclaim It, and He Hideth My Soul.  

 

The song Lord, I’m Coming Home
2
 is unique in that Kirkpatrick wrote the music AND the words. The story of 

its creation is also unique as it was written especially for one person. Kirkpatrick was in charge of selecting the 

music and the musicians for a series of evangelistic camp meetings. As the days went on, he noticed that one of 

the singers would perform and then leave before the sermon. Night after night, this young man would not stay 

to hear the gospel message. Kirkpatrick was concerned that this singer did not know the Lord. That this was just 

another job to him. And so he began to pray. As he prayed, the words of this song began to form in his mind 

and he quickly wrote them down. After setting them to music he gave his new song to the young singer to 

perform that night at the meeting. The words must have touched the young man’s heart because for the first 

time he stayed for the sermon and when the preacher gave the altar call he went forward and gave his life to 

Christ. 
 

The song itself is inspired by the story of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15). It is a reminder to us all that when we 

wander from God and waste many precious years living for ourselves, we can always come home. God’s arms 

of love are always open to receive the repentant sinner and forgive them. 

 

Hear the Statler Brothers sing Lord, I’m Coming Home on YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvbzFPWz954 
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 https://wordwisehymns.com/2012/09/10/lord-im-coming-home/ 
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