
ISAIAH: THE SUFFERING SERVANT 

Friday, May 22 

Reading: Isaiah 52-53 
 

Isaiah 53:10  Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes 
his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in 
his hand. 11  After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light [of life] and be satisfied; by his knowledge 
my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. 

 

I remember the first time I saw the movie “The Passion of the Christ.” I love Bible movies but I 

also went so I could inform those in our church if it was something they should see or not. I 

could not imagine the impact it would have on me and others in the theater. Watching the torture 

and suffering of the Lord depicted in this movie was heart wrenching and at times I had to turn 

away from the screen. (There are still a few moments I can’t watch!) When we left the theater, 

no one was talking like what usually occurs after watching a movie. It was a strange silence as 

we were still trying to digest the images we had just seen. 

 

The movie opens with a quotation from Isaiah 53:5 and proceeds to give one of the most realistic 

and violent portrayals of Christ’s suffering to date. (However, the actual event was probably far 

worse than the movie showed!) One effect of this film was to shock many Christians out of their 

“ho-hum” ideas about the cross. It made us realize just a little bit of the depths of Jesus’ love for 

us. 

 

But to merely focus on the physical suffering of Christ misses the point. Isaiah also stresses the 

spiritual agony Jesus suffered on the cross. That He took our transgressions and our iniquities on 

Himself; that He took the punishment that we deserved (53:5-6). The sinless Son of God 

“became sin for us” (1 Corinthians 5:21). Have you ever stopped to consider what that meant for 

Jesus? He literally bore the hell that we deserve! 

 

Isaiah tells us that it was “the Lord’s will to crush Him” and to “make His life a guilt offering” 

(53:10). The cross was not the result of some failed plan as many through the centuries have 

suggested. It was the plan of God from eternity past (1 Peter 1:18-20). Isaiah 53:10-11 leads us 

to God’s grace. God’s justice and holiness demanded a penalty for sin. But in grace, God the Son 

stepped into our world and paid that penalty. And God was satisfied! The Father’s acceptance of 

Christ’s sacrifice was confirmed by Jesus’ resurrection. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

How often do we take the cross of Christ for granted? How often have we minimized the price 

Jesus paid for our salvation by the way we live our lives? The cross of Christ should be our 

motivation to live every moment in purity and gratitude to the One who took our place. It should 

be a driving force in our life to reach others with the life-saving message of the gospel. 
 

1 Peter 2:24  He himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for 

righteousness; by His wounds you have been healed. 25  For you were like sheep going astray, but now  

you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Romans 2 


