
EXODUS: A FACE THAT SHONE 

Wednesday, May 22 

Reading: Exodus 34:18-35 
 

Exodus 34:34  But whenever he entered the LORD’s presence to speak with him, he removed the  

veil until he came out. And when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded,  

35  they saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses would put the veil back over his face until he went  

in to speak with the LORD. 
 

Moses concludes his forty days with the Lord by recording more details about the various feasts 

Israel was to celebrate. Three times a year all Jewish men were to appear before the Lord. These 

were at the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Passover), the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost), and the Feast 

of Ingathering (Tabernacles). This command would keep the nation united as a people and in 

their worship of God. (These feasts are described in greater detail in Leviticus 23). 

 

When Moses came down the mountain he did not realize that his time with God had changed 

him. His face was glowing with the glory of God. This frightened the Israelites so Moses put a 

veil over his face. But this “glow” would eventually fade away. However when Moses went to 

speak with God he removed the veil and the glory returned to his face. This allowed the people 

to know when Moses had spoken with the Lord because it shone on his face.   

 

LESSON ONE: “Even During the Plowing Season and Harvest You Must Rest.” When speaking 

about the Sabbath, there were no loopholes. Some might have tried to use the excuse that it was 

the busy time of year and they had to take care of their crops on Saturday. But the Sabbath had 

been set aside for all Israelites to rest and worship. What excuses do you make for not 

worshipping the Lord as you should? What other activities have taken the place of regular 

fellowship and worship in your life? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Moses’ Face Was Radiant.” There was a noticeable change in Moses when he 

had been in the presence of the Lord. His face shone with the glory of God.  When we have 

fellowship with the Lord our lives should show it. His glory and character should be evident in 

our daily walk. Notice that this glory on Moses’ face faded away with time but was renewed 

when he spoke with God again. So too we must have continual fellowship with God if we want 

Him to shine in our lives. How does God’s glory shine in your daily thoughts and actions? When 

others look at you can they see God’s presence has made a difference? 

 

In 2 Corinthians 3:7-18, the Apostle Paul uses this incident to show that the Law could never 

save a person. Paul calls the Law “the ministry that brought death and condemnation” for it only 

revealed our sin but could not atone for it. It showed the glory of God but like the light on 

Moses’ face it would fade away. The gospel is “the ministry of the Spirit that brings 

righteousness” and will bring a greater and permanent glory to God’s people (2 Cor. 3:7-12). 

Those who try to reach God through the Law still have a veil over their eyes so they cannot see 

the glory of Christ. But when they receive Jesus as Savior they can see for the first time the glory 

of God (2 Cor. 3:13-17). No longer is the glory of God shone through only one man. As Moses’ 

face radiated with the glory of God, so all believers radiate the glory of God as the Spirit 

transforms them into the image of Christ with “ever-increasing glory” (2 Cor. 3:18).  
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Ezra 1-4; Acts 14 


