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WHEN PRAYER COMES KNOCKING 
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Reading: Acts 12 
 

Acts 12:12  When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also  

called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. 13  Peter knocked at the outer  

entrance, and a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer the door. 14  When she recognized Peter's 

voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and exclaimed, "Peter is at the door!"  

15  "You're out of your mind," they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they said, "It  

must be his angel." 16  But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him,  

they were astonished. 

 

In its early days, Dallas Theological Seminary was in critical need of $10,000 to keep the work 

going.  During a prayer meeting, renowned Bible teacher Harry Ironside, a lecturer at the school, 

prayed, “Lord, you own the cattle on a thousand hills.  Please sell some of those cattle to help us 

meet this need.”  Shortly after the prayer meeting, a check for $10,000 arrived at the school by a 

friend who had no idea of the urgent need or of Ironside’s prayer.  The man simply said the 

money came from the sale of some of his cattle! 
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Acts 12 records another prayer meeting in the early church.  James, the brother of John, had just 

been killed and Peter was in prison awaiting his death sentence.  The believers gathered to pray 

for Peter…and God answered. 
 

The first thing that strikes me is that God’s deliverance is right on time!  Peter has probably been 

in prison for a few days, but it isn’t until the very night before his trial and execution that God 

sends the angel to deliver him.  A second thing to notice is the attitude of Peter.  Though he is 

scheduled for trial the next morning he is fast asleep.  He has placed his life securely in God’s 

hands; therefore he can rest in God’s peace. 
  
The scene at Mary’s house is rather amusing.  God had no problem getting Peter out of prison, 

but Peter has a problem getting into the prayer meeting!  The servant girl who answers his knock 

is so excited to hear Peter’s voice she rushes back inside with the news and forgets to open the 

gate!  These wonderful saints who have spent days praying for Peter now don’t believe that God 

has answered their request.  They think Rhoda is crazy or maybe Peter is dead and his spirit is at 

their door!  They are completely shocked when they open the door and it really is Peter. 
 

I wonder how often our prayers are like that!  The answer to our prayer is right there “knocking” 

but we really don’t believe it.  Our faith is not strong enough to accept that God would actually 

answer our request. The encouraging lesson of this story is that God acted anyway, despite the 

limited faith of those praying!  He answered despite their doubts.   
 

Why are we shocked when God answers our prayers?  Our prayer needs to be like that of the 

father who brought his demon-possessed boy to Jesus, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief” (Mark 

9:24). 
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