
ISAIAH: THE WAITING SONG 

Thursday, May 21 

Reading: Isaiah 40 
 

Isaiah 40:28  Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the 

ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. 29  He gives 

strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.  30  Even youths grow tired and weary, and 

young men stumble and fall; 31  but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar  

on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 
 

Isaiah 40 is one of my favorite chapters in the Bible. For one reason, it is such a musical chapter. 

It is written in poetic form (like many prophetic sections of the Bible). But this chapter has 

captured the imagination of musicians through the centuries. In 1741, George Frederic Handel 

debuted his masterpiece “Messiah” in which at least 5 of the songs are taken from this chapter.  

The many “shepherd” hymns are taken, at least in part from 40:11 and the songs about God’s 

eternal Word often use 40:8 as a source. 

 

But the verses that have intrigued songwriters the most seem to be those at the end of the 

chapter. Dozens of songs have been written with Isaiah 40:28-31 as their inspiration. From the 

classic chorus written by Stuart Hamblen (1953) to Chris Tomlin’s “Everlasting God” (2005), 

these verses have been sung by the faithful since they were written. 

 

In these verses, we are first given a description of the Almighty. He is the “everlasting God,” 

thus He does not change. He is “the Creator of the ends of the earth,” thus He is in control. He 

does “not grow tired or weary.” His presence will never be absent and His power will never fail. 

“His understanding no one can fathom” means that human wisdom and logic cannot comprehend 

the full nature, wisdom, and greatness of God. 

 

The wonderful fact Isaiah stresses is that God provides His unlimited power to aid His people. 

He gives His strength and power to those who cannot help themselves - and that’s all of us! We 

all “stumble and fall.” Isaiah encourages us to “hope in the Lord.” This hope is not a wishful 

dream but a confident assurance that God will help those who love Him. The Hebrew word 

literally means “to look for with eager expectation; to wait.” It is an act of faith in the promises 

and power of God. We should not depend on our own strength and wisdom but trust in the Lord. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

We need God’s strength for every area of our lives.  

  

1. First, God can give us the strength to soar. Eagles soar because they are carried along by the 

wind. Believers can rise above their circumstances and soar to new spiritual heights when the 

Holy Spirit uplifts and guides us.  

  

2. Second, God gives the strength to run. The life of faith is a race and it takes stamina to keep 

moving. The God who never grows weary gives us the spiritual strength for each new 

challenge or obstacle when we trust Him.  

  

3. To “walk and not be faint” describes most of our lives. Every day is not an adventure. The 

day-to-day monotony of living can sometimes be as difficult to face as the challenges. But 

God can give us His strength to face the everyday walk of life with faith and purpose. Can 

you sing: “Teach me, Lord!  Teach me, Lord to wait!” 
 

 

READ THE NT: Romans 1 


