
Restore Week 5: With God’s Help, I Always Forgive and Ask to be Forgiven 
 

SEEKING FORGIVENESS 

Friday, May 20 

Reading: Matthew 5:23-24; Colossians 3:12-17 
 

Matthew 5:23  “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has 
something against you, 24  leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and  
offer your gift. 
 

Have you ever noticed when a newspaper gets a frontpage headline wrong they usually print the retraction on 

page 25? None of us like to admit mistakes. We would rather cover it up and forget it happened. Or we ignore it 

and hope it goes away. But when it comes to forgiveness that just doesn’t work!  

 

We’ve talked about forgiving others and forgiving yourself. But there is one more thing we need to discuss: 

asking for forgiveness. Jesus’ words in Matthew 5 tell us that making things right with others is of top 

importance. Forgiveness trumps worship (offering your gift). It trumps prayer – “And when you stand praying, 

if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins” 

(Mark 11:25). As children of God it is our responsibility to forgive those who have wronged us and to make 

things right with those we have sinned against. 

 

At the heart of Colossians 3 is a command to “forgive one another…as the Lord forgave you” (3:13). The rest 

of the chapter revolves around this command. The first part of the chapter describes how we are to set our hearts 

on heavenly things and put to death the things of the world (3:1-11). The lists of sins in these verses are all 

things that separate us from God and from each other. We are instead to “clothe [ourselves] with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness and patience” (3:12). But how can we do that if we refuse to forgive and ask for 

forgiveness? How can love bind us together in perfect unity if we are at odds with each other? How can the 

peace of Christ rule in our hearts if our hearts are filled with resentment and guilt? How can the message of 

Christ dwell in us richly when all we can think about is remorse and regret? 

 

To ask someone for forgiveness is not easy. But it is necessary if we are to live the life God wants for us. The 

story of Zacchaeus the tax collector is a good example (Luke 19). He had wronged a lot of people. But when he 

met Jesus his life changed. He not only repented of his sin but did his best to make things right with others. 
 

Luke 19:8  But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, 

and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” 9  Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has 

come to this house..” 
 

Tax collectors were not known for their honesty. His actions had undoubtedly impoverished many. He had 

obviously overcharged and pocketed the excess while collecting the tax. But now he was going to make it right 

– four times over! When he finished I wonder how much Zacchaeus had left. But it didn’t matter because he 

had the most important thing – a relationship with the Savior. He wanted to reconcile with those he had hurt 

because he had been forgiven. Are you brave enough to ask for forgiveness? Ask God to help you make things 

right. For further help visit Pastor Floyd’s “Questions about Forgiveness” on ShilohCC’s YouTube page. (Link 

below) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFHXSYJK9nRt-dSvYCOJU2GGJQLtzEqbm 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: 2 Timothy 3-4 


