
ISAIAH: THE PERFECT CANDIDATE 

Wednesday, May 20 

Reading: Isaiah 11-12 
 

Isaiah 11:1  A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 2  The 

Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of 

power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD-- 3  and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He 

will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; 4  but with 

righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.  
 

As we near another presidential election, our TV’s and newspapers will turn their attentions to 

the various candidates. Politics can be a dirty business. Each party tries to find dirt on the other 

and smear their name. Every aspect of their character and career is put under a microscope. All 

in the name of getting the best person for the job. Whether this is successful or not is another 

story!  

 

While there were no elections in Isaiah’s day, the principles of responsibility and leadership were 

still vital to the success of the nation. Centuries earlier, King David had set an example of a 

godly king who loved and followed the Lord with all his heart.  Because of this God promised 

him an eternal kingdom with one of his descendants always sitting on the throne of Israel          

(2 Samuel 7).   

 

In King Ahaz, Judah had a man who miserably failed at his job. While he sometimes pretended 

to be faithful to God, he worshipped idols and followed the despicable practices of the heathen 

nations around him (cf.  2 Chron. 28:1-4; Isaiah 7). Throughout his book, Isaiah warned of God’s 

judgment: that God would cut down the house of David because his descendants had not obeyed 

the Lord as David had done. 

 

But there was also hope! “The stump of Jesse” refers to David’s family (Jesse was David’s 

father). Though it had been cut down a Branch would come up from its’ roots. The prophets 

liked to use the title “the Branch” to speak about the coming Messiah (see Isaiah 4:2; Jeremiah 

23:5; 33:15; Zechariah 3:8; 6:12). It was a picture that though the kingdom of David had fallen, 

God would keep His promise.  

 

The Branch would be a different kind of ruler. He would rule with wisdom and righteousness. He 

would bring in a time where the “earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 

cover the sea (11:9). All this caused Isaiah to burst out in praise (chapter 12).   

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

The description and prophecy in these chapters point us to the only perfect Candidate - the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Only He can rule with perfect justice and righteousness! Only He can bring perfect 

peace! While believers need to be involved in the political process, we must always remember 

that no government or politician will solve the problems of the nation. Only when hearts are 

turned to Christ will people be changed. As Isaiah said, “the Lord is my strength and my song; 

He has become my salvation” (12:2). 
 

 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Acts 28 


