
EXODUS: THIRSTING FOR GOD 

Monday, May 20 

Reading: Exodus 33:12-23 
 

Exodus 33:18  Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.” 19  And the LORD said, “I will cause all  
my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence.  

 

The people’s sin has been dealt with but God has said that He will no longer go with them (33:3-

5). This distressed Moses because He knew that without God’s presence they would be lost. 

 

Moses’ first request is that the Lord would teach him His ways so that he can know God better. 

God replies by telling Moses that His presence will go with him personally (the “you” in Hebrew 

is singular).  

 

Moses next requests that God’s presence go with the people, not just himself. Moses realized that 

the only thing that made the Israelites different from all the other nations was the presence of 

God. This concern for the people pleases God and He promises to go with the people because of 

Moses. 

 

Moses’ last request is to see God’s glory. He had gotten a taste of God’s glory at the burning 

bush and through the events of the exodus. Now he wanted to know God fully. God promised to 

show Moses as much of His glory as a human being can endure and live. He would protect 

Moses in the cleft of a rock as He passed by and Moses would see the “afterglow” of God’s 

presence. 

 

LESSON ONE: “I am Pleased with You and I Know You By Name.” God reaffirmed His 

covenant with Israel because Moses stood as a mediator for them. In the New Testament we read 

that God’s presence with us and our salvation is because of our Mediator – the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

“For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus”  

(1 Timothy 2:5)  
 

Because of Christ, we too are known by name and God is pleased to call us His friends. We also 

have the privilege of pleading with a sinful world “to come to a knowledge of the truth” in Christ 

(see 1 Timothy 2:1-7). 

 

LESSON TWO: “Show Me Your Glory.” Moses knew God. He had spoken to Him at the 

burning bush and spoke with Him “face to face” in the tent of meeting (33:9-11). This only made 

Moses long to know God more. He longed to see God in all His glory. Do we long for more of 

God in our lives or are we satisfied with what we already have? Do we hunger and thirst for 

God’s presence and glory in our lives?  
 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: 2 Chronicles 29-32; Acts 12 


