
GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS 

Sunday, May 1 
 

 

[1] Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father   [2] Summer and winter and springtime and harvest 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not   Join with all nature in manifold witness 

As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love 

 

[Chorus]        [3] Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Great is Thy faithfulness   Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide 

Morning by morning new mercies I see    Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided    Blessings all mine with ten thousand beside 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me  
  

    T 

   

It was a dark period in Israel’s history. Because of their rebellion against God and turning to idols, God allowed 

the Babylonian army to come in and destroy Jerusalem and the Temple. The Old Testament book of 

Lamentations is Jeremiah’s long, sorrowful poem describing the devastation and death after the siege was over. 

You can almost picture ‘the weeping prophet’ walking through the charred streets looking at the destruction and 

dead bodies of his fellow Israelites.  
 

“My eyes fail from weeping, I am in torment within; my heart is poured out on the ground because my people are destroyed, 

because children and infants faint in the streets of the city. They say to their mothers, “Where is bread and wine?” as they 

faint like the wounded in the streets of the city, as their lives ebb away in their mothers’ arms. What can I say for you? With 

what can I compare you, Daughter Jerusalem? To what can I liken you, that I may comfort you, Virgin Daughter Zion? Your 

wound is as deep as the sea. Who can heal you?” (Lamentations 2:11-13) 
 

Yet in the midst of this destruction and death, the prophet has a word of hope for God’s people.  
 

“Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for  

His compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:21-23) 
 

It is these words that inspired Thomas Chisholm (1866-1960) to wrote his poem “Great is Thy Faithfulness.” He 

sent a collection of poems to his friend the Rev. William H. Runyan who, after much prayer, put this particular 

poem to music in 1923. It gained world-wide popularity when George Beverly Shea sang it at a Billy Graham 

crusade in Great Britain in 1954. 

 

The chorus of this hymn is a rephrasing of the prophet Jeremiah’s words in Lamentations. It is a reminder that 

even in the darkest times God is faithful – that His mercy and provision are available every day. The first stanza 

stresses the fact that God does not change. We can rely on His faithfulness. The second stanza invites us to join 

with all creation in praise for God’s “great faithfulness, mercy, and love.” The final stanza reminds us of God’s 

faithfulness to provide for our daily lives. He forgives our sins and gives us “the peace of God which transcends 

all understanding” (Philippians 4:7). He pours unending blessings on His children. His presence guides and 

encourages us and gives us strength to live for Him today and hope of eternity with Him in the future. 

 

Take these words to heart! In good days and the bad, God is faithful!  
 

“Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail. They are new every morning;  

great is Your faithfulness. I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for Him.” The LORD is good to 

those whose hope is in Him, to the one who seeks Him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD” 

(Lamentations 3:22-26) 
 

Carrie Underwood & CeCe Winans sing “Great is Thy Faithfulness” @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NT0HcAr9aeI 
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https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-great-is-thy-faithfulness 


