
EXODUS: MOVE FORWARD BY FAITH 

Wednesday, May 1 

Reading: Exodus 14:15-31 
 

Exodus 14:27  Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its  

place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the LORD swept them into the sea. 28  The water  

flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen—the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the 

Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived. 29  But the Israelites went through the sea on dry  

ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 
 

God gives Moses His answer to their impossible situation. Moses is to hold his staff out over the 

sea and its waters would part making a path for the Israelites to cross on dry ground. To aid in 

their escape, the pillar of cloud that had led them now moves around to their back to protect 

them. It became a shield of darkness to the Egyptians so they could not get through but a beacon 

of light for the Israelites as they crossed the sea. 

 

Now Moses lifts his hands and God parts the sea by a strong east wind. All night the Israelites 

escape through the waters on dry ground. This is another miracle for when water recedes the 

ground left is not solid but mushy and muddy. But not for Israel! God parted the waters and dried 

up the ground they walked on.  

 

Around daybreak the cloud of protection allowed the Egyptian army through and they charged 

down into the path in the sea after the Israelites. But the ground that had been dry for Israel was 

muddy for the Egyptians and their chariots got stuck. God threw the army into confusion and 

they tried to retreat realizing that Israel’s God was fighting against them. But it was too late! God 

commands Moses to again lift his hand over the sea and the waters crash down on the Egyptians 

killing them all. 

 

Imagine the Israelites safe on the opposite shore seeing the bodies of their enemies lying dead on 

the beach. God had once again rescued them. Their response (at least for now) was to fear and 

trust the Lord and Moses, His servant. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Tell the Israelites to Move On.” One of my favorite movies is Cecil B. 

DeMille’s classic The Ten Commandments. While much of the film is Hollywood fiction, they 

get the Red Sea event right. I can still see Charlton Heston as he utters the Biblical words “Stand 

still and see the salvation of the Lord.” However, in verse fifteen God tells Moses this is not the 

time to stand still crying out to Him. It is time to move forward into the miraculous deliverance 

He is about to provide when the waters part. There are times to stand still and wait on God, but 

there are also times to move forward and do what He has told us to do. We do not have to wait to 

determine if God wants us to share our faith. We do not need to hold back when the Holy Spirit 

gives us clear direction. We don’t need to pray about if we should live for Christ or not. In these 

and many other areas commanded in Scripture we need to move forward in faith. What areas is 

God calling you to move forward in faith?  

 

LESSON TWO: “Israel Saw the Egyptians Lying Dead on the Shore.” What evidence do you see 

of God’s victory in your life? How do you respond when God “comes through” for you? Notice 

the people’s reaction in Exodus 14:31. 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: 1 Chronicles 5-8; John 20 


