
EXODUS: HEART OF GOD 

Sunday, May 19 

Reading: Exodus 32:7-20 
 

Exodus 32:11  But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God… 
 

On the mountain, God has seen the rebellion of the people and warns Moses. By their sin, they 

have distanced themselves from God (Notice God now calls them “your people”). They have put 

themselves in opposition to God (“stiff-necked people”). So God declares that He will destroy 

them and start over with Moses. 

 

Despite the appeal of becoming the new ‘patriarch’ of the nation and the constant grumbling and 

attacks of the people on him over the past months, Moses still pleads for God to spare the 

rebellious Israelites. He backs up his plea with several reasons: 
 

1. Based on the Character and Reputation of God (32:11-12): Moses knew God was merciful 

and begs Him to forgive the people. It would bring the Lord no glory to destroy the Israelites 

and give the Egyptians an opportunity to mock Him.  

2. Based on the Promises of God: Moses next reminds God of His promises to Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob to make their descendants a great nation. 
 

Having secured God’s pardon, Moses returns to the Israelite camp to deal with the rebellious 

people. Though God had promised not the destroy them, punishment must still be meted out. 

Breaking the stone tablets dramatically showed the people God’s displeasure. Making them drink 

the residue of their idol would remind them of the bitterness of disobedience. Later, God would 

require further justice on those who still would not repent (32:25-27, 34-35). 

 

LESSON ONE: “Moses Sought the Favor of the Lord.” Here we get a glimpse of Moses’ heart 

for these difficult people. Despite everything they have done (and will continue to do) Moses 

loves the Israelites. He will return to Sinai again to plead for God’s forgiveness and even offers 

to be condemned with the people if it will bring God’s mercy (32:30-34). Do we have a heart for 

people like Moses had? Do we plead with God for the sinners around us to repent and receive 

God’s forgiveness? Do we display God’s heart? 

 

LESSON TWO: “I Will Punish Them for Their Sin.” (32:34). Though Moses loved these people 

and pleaded with God for them, those who refused to repent still had to be punished. Loving 

people does not mean we ignore their sin and rebellion against God. True love shows people 

where they are wrong and pleads with them to repent. “Whoever is for the Lord, come to me” 

(Exodus 32:26). Do you love people enough to confront them when they sin and turn away from 

God? 

 

LESSON THREE: “When Moses Saw the Calf and the Dancing, His Anger Burned.” Whether 

the actions of Moses here were directed by God or done in a fit of anger we are not told. But it 

demonstrated in dramatic fashion God’s displeasure of the people’s breaking of the Law. The 

idols in our lives are not to be managed. They are to be destroyed! An idol is anything that takes 

the place of God in your life. Are there any idols you need to destroy? Is there an area in your 

life where you are still in disobedience? What must you do to give this area to God? 
 


