
ISAIAH: PROPHET OF GLOOM & GLORY 

Monday, May 18 

Reading: Isaiah 3-5 
 

Isaiah 4:2  In that day the Branch of the LORD will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the land will be 

the pride and glory of the survivors in Israel. 3  Those who are left in Zion, who remain in Jerusalem, will be 

called holy, all who are recorded among the living in Jerusalem. 
 

The prophet Isaiah ministered during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of 

Judah. This covered over 50 years from 740 B.C. to sometime after 686 B.C. Isaiah ministered 

during a difficult time of Judah’s history when the people and their kings wavered between 

worshipping God and the heathen idols around them. He predicted God’s judgment on the 

surrounding nations and Judah’s ultimate fall to the Babylonians about 100 years after the 

prophet’s death. He also tells us more about the coming Messiah than any of the other prophets 

(from His birth to a virgin [7:14] to His sacrificial death for sin [53] to the glorious kingdom He 

will set up [58-60]).  

 

AUTHOR: The traditional view is that the prophet Isaiah who lived during the 6
th

 century B.C. 

wrote the entire book that bears his name. Some critics claim that one man living in the 6
th

 

century could not have prophesied about the rise of Babylon and Cyrus of Persia which would 

occur some 100 to 200 years after his death. They suggest several different authors wrote the 

book over several centuries. But predicting the future is no problem for our God. There is plenty 

of evidence both inside and outside the book that there is only one author – Isaiah, son of Amoz. 

Jewish tradition says that Isaiah was martyred by the wicked King Manasseh.  

 

OUTLINE OF ISAIAH: 

(1) Prologue & Isaiah’s Call    Isaiah 1-6 

(2) Historical Scenes – King Ahaz (Immanuel)  Isaiah 7-12 

(3) Prophecies of Judgment    Isaiah 13-35 

- Prophecies Against the Nations 13-23 

      - Little Apocalypse   24-27 

      - Woes on the Nations                      28-33 

      - Summary of Judgment                   34-35 

(4) Historical Scenes – King Hezekiah                    Isaiah 36-39 

(5) Prophecies of Blessing              Isaiah 40-66 

      - Deliverance from Babylon            40-48 

      - Deliverance from Sin                    49-57 

      - Deliverance in the Future              58-60 

 

Isaiah uses many names for Messiah in his book (Immanuel, the Branch, Wonderful Counselor, 

etc.). One of his favorites is “the Servant of the Lord.” While the prophet calls Israel God’s 

servant as well, there is a distinct difference in what have become known as The Servant Songs 

(42:1-9; 49:1-13; 50:4-11; 52:13 – 53:12). The redemption of Israel and the world would be 

accomplished by the ultimate Servant – Messiah Himself. Look for Jesus throughout the pages of 

Isaiah’s book.   
 

 

 

READ THE NT: Acts 26 


