
EXODUS: HEART OF REBELLION 

Saturday, May 18 

Reading: Exodus 31:12 – 32:6 
 

Exodus 32:5  When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow  

there will be a festival to the LORD.” 6  So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt 

offerings and presented fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to 

indulge in revelry. 
 

As Moses’ meeting with God comes to a close, the Lord gives further details about the Sabbath. 

The key word is ‘holy’ (used three times). The observance of the Sabbath was for Israel a sign 

that God had made them a holy nation. 

 

At the bottom of the mountain, the people have forgotten about the holiness of God. Despite 

hearing God’s Ten Commandments and promising to obey them, the people decide they need a 

new god to lead them. After almost 40 days of seeing God’s presence on Mount Sinai they 

abandon God and Moses for their own selfish desires. 

 

Aaron makes them a golden calf idol from the earrings that were part of the spoils of Egypt. The 

people shout, “These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt” – a corruption of 

what God had said when He gave His commandments (Exodus 20:1-2). After breaking the 1
st
 

and 2
nd

 commandments by making the calf idol, Aaron now breaks the 3
rd

 by using God’s name 

in a compromise. He sets up an altar in front of the idol and proclaims “a festival to the Lord.” 

But the Lord is the farthest thing from the people’s minds! They offer sacrifices to the idol and 

“indulge in revelry” – a phrase that denotes mocking, making light of something serious, 

combined with sexual overtones. Many of the commandments (if not all!) are broken by the 

Israelites. They are acting like the heathen nations instead of like the people of God.  

 

LESSON ONE: “They Gathered Around Aaron.” Moses had left Aaron and Hur in charge 

(Exodus 24:14). Why did Aaron give in to the people’s sinful desires? Why did he try to 

compromise and celebrate a festival to the Lord using the calf idol? Why did he not stop the 

people from getting deeper into sin? Why did he later try to make excuses and put all the blame 

on the people? (see Exodus 32:21-25). Despite standing with Moses before Pharaoh, Aaron 

seems to have a weak will when it came time to stand alone for God. He was more afraid of the 

people than disobeying God. As believers in Christ, we are called to stand for Him no matter 

what. But do we sometimes remain silent or compromise the truth out of fear of what others 

might do or think? Pray that God will give you the courage to stand for Him in spite of the 

pressure or opinion of those around you. 

 

LESSON TWO: “They Sat Down to Eat and Drink and Got Up to Indulge in Revelry.” After his 

sin of making the calf idol, Aaron tried to get the people to worship God using the altar he had 

made in front of the calf (a terrible compromise in itself). But the people were focused on 

gratifying their own wants and desires, not worshiping God. Worship is always to be God-

centered. It is about giving Him glory, not gratifying our desires. The motive of our worship 

should not be to make us feel good or to get something from God. It is to honor Him and praise 

Him for who He is and what He has done. What are you motives when you worship God?    

 


