
Restore Week 5: With God’s Help, I Always Forgive and Ask to be Forgiven 
 

THE KISS OF FORGIVENESS 

Tuesday, May 17 

Reading: Genesis 45; 50:15-21 
 

Genesis 50:19  But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20  You intended  
to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 

 

In his book Restore, Vince Antonucci defines what forgiveness is and what it is not. Forgiveness 

IS NOT forgetting or waiting for the other person to say “I’m sorry.’ It is not pretending nothing 

happened or saying what they did was okay. Forgiveness IS releasing my hope for a better past 

and releasing my right to retaliate.
1
 This definition is beautifully illustrated in the life of Joseph. 

His story is found in Genesis 37-50. 

 

As a teenager, Joseph’s older brothers hated him so much they talked about killing him. Instead 

they sold him as a slave to a caravan going down to Egypt. As a slave in Potiphar’s household, 

Joseph is elevated to running everything. But he is falsely accused and thrown into prison. But 

despite his hardship, Joseph remains faithful to God and the Lord blesses him. He is in the right 

place at the right time to interpret the Pharaoh’s dreams and he is made Prime Minister of Egypt. 

 

After over 20 years, Joseph’s brothers are forced to come to Egypt to buy food during the famine 

Pharaoh’s dreams had predicted. And Joseph is the man they have to deal with! Now was 

Joseph’s chance to get his revenge. But instead he forgives. He reveals himself to them and 

“kissed all his brothers and wept over them” (45:15). Years later, after their father Jacob dies, 

Joseph’s brothers worry he will now ‘get even’ with them. But again Joseph “reassured them and 

spoke kindly to them (50:21). 

 

Notice how Joseph exemplified the definition of forgiveness. He doesn’t wait for his brothers but 

takes the initiative in revealing himself to them and telling them not to be afraid. He did not 

forget about what they had done. In fact he reminds them that he was “the one you sold into 

Egypt” (45:4). He doesn’t pretend it didn’t happen and he does not say that what they did was 

okay. He says “you intended evil to harm me, but God intended it for good” (50:20). He views 

the past as God’s plan to save his family and everyone else from the famine. He states, “God sent 

me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great 

deliverance” (45:7). His question, “Am I in the place of God?” (50:19) displayed his attitude of 

not seeking vengeance but leaving it in God’s hands. 
 

“But then Joseph reached out and ‘kissed all his brothers and wept over them.’ He kissed those ten men who had 

wished him dead and were now at his mercy…So let us face the question: Can we kiss all our brothers and 

sisters, whether physical or spiritual, the way Joseph kissed his brothers? Or are we still holding grudges over 

things that are microscopic compared to what Joseph went through? If so, it could be that we don’t understand 

the true nature of forgiveness. Or the reason may be that we have made the choice to turn off the path of 

righteousness, and now our wheels are in the ditch. If we are harboring unforgiveness toward someone, we’ll 

find that we cannot worship or witness, and usefulness in the kingdom of God is sadly diminished.”2  

 

 
1
  Vince Antonucci. Restore, p 169-171 

2
  Alistair Begg. The Hand of God, p. 160-161 

 
 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: 1 Timothy 3-4 


