
EXODUS: MERCY SEAT 

Friday, May 17 

Reading: Exodus 25:10-22 
 

Exodus 25:21  Place the cover on top of the ark and put in the ark the tablets of the covenant law that  

I will give you. 22  There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the covenant 

law, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the Israelites. 
 

The Ark of the Covenant was the most important piece of furniture in the Tabernacle, thus it is 

described first. It was the only thing in the most sacred room of the Tabernacle – the Holy of 

Holies. It was so sacred that no one but the high priest and his family were allowed to touch it 

(Numbers 4:5-6, 15). Except when preparing to move, not even the high priest was allowed 

before the Ark except on the Day of Atonement and there were strict ceremonies that had to be 

followed (see Leviticus 16).  

 

The Ark contained the tablets of the Ten Commandments. It was a reminder of God’s righteous 

standards and judgment on sin. Over the Ark was a lid called “the mercy seat” (NIV = atonement 

cover). It was surrounded by carved cherubim, special angels who stand up for the holiness of 

God. Their faces were looking at the center of the mercy seat where the blood of the sacrifice 

was sprinkled on the Day of Atonement. The substitute of a perfect lamb would cover the sins of 

the people. The mercy seat reminds us of God’s desire to forgive.  

 

It was here above the mercy seat that God’s presence (the Shekinah glory cloud) would rest. 

Many times in the Old Testament the Lord is described as “dwelling between the cherubim.” The 

Ark is also called God’s “throne.” Here the Lord would speak with Moses and give him “all My 

commands for the Israelites. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Make an Atonement Cover.” The word used is the noun form of the Hebrew 

word kāpar which means ‘to cover or atone.’ In the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Old 

Testament completed before the birth of Christ), the word    a   r    was used to describe the 

mercy seat. This Greek word means ‘to propitiate or appease.’ This is the word the Apostle Paul 

uses when he says,  
 

“All are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as 

a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith” (Romans 3:24-25). 

 

Christ’s sacrifice atoned for our sins and appeased the justice and holiness of God. 

 

LESSON TWO: “There…I Will Meet With You.” Though God’s presence could be seen from 

anywhere in the Israelite camp, there was very limited access to God Himself. The high priest 

could enter once a year and apparently Moses had access anytime God wanted to speak with 

him. Other than that, no one was allowed into the Holy of Holies. This shows that the blood 

sacrifices the people made were not enough to allow complete access to God. Today believers do 

not need a priest or a mediator like Moses to bring our requests before His throne. We have 

direct access to the Father through the blood of Jesus Christ. Do you use your access to God to 

its full potential? Does your prayer life seem weak or routine? Read the following verses and 

then put them into practice in your prayer life – Ephesians 3:14-21. 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: 2 Chronicles 25-28; Acts 11 


