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BEHIND THE SCENES 

Wednesday, May 17 

Reading: Acts 9 
 

Acts 9:15  But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name  

to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16  I will show him how much he must suffer 

for my name.” 17  Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 

“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent  

me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Billy Sunday was a great evangelist in the first two decades of the 20
th

 century.  His fire and 

passion led many people to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  But do you know the name of 

the person who influenced Billy for Christ?  In his testimony, Sunday recounts how a volunteer 

working for the Pacific Garden Mission in Chicago invited him to come inside and hear the 

gospel.  Little did that man know the impact this small action would have on eternity! 
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Like Billy Sunday, Saul of Tarsus would become a superstar of the faith.  He would go on to 

start churches throughout the Roman Empire and write almost half of New Testament.  We know 

him better today as the apostle Paul.  But like Sunday, he had some people behind the scenes 

who influenced his life tremendously. Acts 9 introduces us to two of these men. 

 

Ananias was a believer living in Damascus.  When Jesus told him to go and lay his hands on 

Saul to heal him, he was at first reluctant.  After all, this Saul was infamous as a persecutor of 

Christ’s followers in Jerusalem and had come to Damascus to continue that work.  But with 

Christ’s assurances that Saul was His “chosen instrument” Ananias went.  As he laid his hands 

on this former enemy of the church, Ananias calls him “brother.”  Saul was welcomed as family 

by this man who only a few days earlier he would have arrested. 

 

Barnabas is another unsung hero in Saul’s life.  Upon returning to Jerusalem, the believers 

understandably want nothing to do with him.  Saul is being hunted by his former friends (the 

religious leaders) and shunned by the church.  It is Barnabas who stands up for Saul and brings 

him into fellowship with the church.  Later, Barnabas will bring Saul to Antioch were they 

minister together and eventually get called to begin the first Christian missionary journey (see 

Acts 11:19-30; 13:1ff).   

 

These two men had a profound impact on Saul’s life.  He could not have become the great 

“apostle to the Gentiles” without them.  Are you having a behind-the-scenes impact on 

someone’s life?  That little act of encouragement or friendship can have enormous results for the 

kingdom.  We may never know how our reaching out in Christ’s love to others will impact 

eternity.  Maybe someone we touch will be the next Apostle Paul or Billy Sunday!  All it takes is 

being willing to do what God has called us to do!  
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  For more on Billy Sunday’s testimony see  http://www.billysunday.org/cgibin/dada/mail.cgi?flavor=archive; 

list=BillySunday;id=20070729175839 
 


