
EXODUS: TABERNACLING 

Thursday, May 16 

Reading: Exodus 24:15 – 25:9 
 

Exodus 25:8  “Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them.  9  Make this 
tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you. 

 

After the feasting, Aaron and the elders went back to camp while Moses and his aide Joshua 

again ascended Mount Sinai (24:13). Moses left Joshua part way up the mountain while he 

continued to his meeting with God. When God’s glory descended on the mountain it was covered 

in a cloud that looked like consuming fire to the Israelites below. Moses entered the cloud and 

spent forty days and nights communing with God. 

 

During this time God gave Moses the details of the Law and the precise blueprint for building 

the Tabernacle, the special tent where He would dwell with His people. The Shekinah (Hebrew 

for 'dwelling’) glory cloud that led them would rest over the Tabernacle. It would be a place of 

worship and sacrifice. The people would bring their sin offerings here to receive God’s 

forgiveness. 

 

It was to be constructed by the willing gifts of God’s people. Later we read that the people were 

so excited that they gave more than enough to build the Tabernacle and Moses had to command 

the people to stop giving! (Exodus 35:20 – 36:7). 

 

LESSON ONE: “The Glory of the Lord Looked Like a Consuming Fire.” This must have been 

an awesome sight for the Israelites camped below Mount Sinai. Unlike the idols of Egypt, they 

could see the power and glory of their God. Yet, as we shall see later, their hearts would soon 

grow hard and be unaffected by this sight. We serve the same awesome God today. And yet how 

often do we take Him for granted? How often do we live our lives like His presence is not with 

us? Hebrews 12:28-29 reminds us, “Let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with 

reverence and awe, for our ‘God is a consuming fire.’” Take time today to consider the awe and 

majesty of the God you serve and worship Him accordingly. 

 

LESSON TWO: “I Will Dwell Among Them.” It is always God’s desire to dwell with His 

people. The Tabernacle was built for this purpose. In order for God to live with His people, He 

established the system of sacrifice that would be carried out in the Tabernacle (and later the 

Temple). These sacrifices (see Leviticus 1-7) would deal with the people’s sin and allow them to 

live in the presence of a holy God. But this was not God’s final plan to save them. These 

sacrifices were merely a picture of the final sacrifice Jesus would make on the cross. John 1:14 

says,  
 

“The Word became flesh and TABERNACLED (literal translation) among us. We have seen His glory, the 

glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”   

 

Jesus Christ came and “pitched His tent” with us so He could suffer and die in our place. The 

glory of God the Israelites saw hovering over the Tabernacle now dwells in our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit when we put our faith in Christ (1 Corinthians 6:19; 2 Corinthians 6:16). How 

should it affect our lives knowing that God is dwelling in us? What activities need to change? 

What attitudes and thoughts need to be reconsidered?  

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: 2 Chronicles 21-24; Acts 10 


