
DEVOTIONS FOR ACTS 7-11 
 
 

CALLED TO NOWHERE 

Tuesday, May 16 

Reading: Acts 8 
 

Acts 8:26  Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that  
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27  So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian  
eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen  
of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28  and on his way home was  
sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29  The Spirit told Philip, “Go to  
that chariot and stay near it.” 30  Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading  
Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 31  “How can I,”  
he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.  

 

At a meeting of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Bobby Richardson, former New York 

Yankee second baseman, offered a prayer that is a classic in brevity and poignancy: “Dear God, 

Your will, nothing more, nothing less, nothing else. Amen.” 
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This must have been Philip the evangelist’s prayer.  He had been chosen as one of the seven 

deacons to care for the needs of the people.  However, persecution had forced him to flee from 

Jerusalem to Samaria, a country despised by most Jews.  God gave him such success there that 

news reached the apostles in Jerusalem and Peter and John were sent to find out what was going 

on.  The great work continued and crowds of Samaritans were being saved. 

 

In the midst of all this success, an angel of the Lord calls Philip to leave and go to the desert road 

south of Jerusalem toward Gaza.  This likely surprised Philip. Was God really calling him to 

leave all the excitement and new converts to go to a deserted stretch of road!  But Philip did not 

question.  With Richardson, he could pray “Your will, nothing more, nothing less, nothing else.”   

 

There in the desert he finds an Ethiopian diplomat on his way home from Jerusalem.  He has 

been primed by God for Philip’s approach by his reading of Isaiah 53.  Upon Philip’s question, 

the eunuch invites him into the chariot where Philip presents the gospel to this royal official and 

he accepts Christ as his Savior. 

 

Nothing definite is known about the further life of this eunuch other than he returned home 

rejoicing in the salvation he had found in Christ.  Legend says that he witnessed and started a 

church in his home country.  This seems probably considering his excitement to understand the 

Scriptures and be baptized. 

 

What would have happened if Philip had ignored God’s will and stayed in Samaria where the 

“action” was?  Sometimes God calls us to do things that seem strange or out of place.  Who 

knows what hearts God has prepared to hear our witness when we obey? Are we willing to obey 

His call and do His will no matter how difficult or different it may seem?  Can we say with 

Philip and Bobby Richardson, “Dear God, Your will, nothing more, nothing less, nothing else. 

Amen.”  
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  Source unknown.  Quoted @ http://www.sabda.org/netbible6/illustration/topic/652 

 


