
DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM 

Saturday, May 15 

Reading: Luke 21:20-24 
 

Luke 21:20  “When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near…22  For this  

is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written. 
 

The gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record Jesus’ words on the destruction of Jerusalem because of its 

rejection of the Messiah. And each one uses images from the prophet Daniel to do so. To get the full scope of 

Jesus’ words in these verses we must remember a principle called Multiple Fulfillment in prophecy. The 

“abomination of desolation” referred to in Daniel 9:27, 11:31, and 12:11 (and mentioned in Matthew and Mark) 

was first fulfilled in 168 BC. The Greek king Antiochus Epiphanes, in an attempt to rid Israel of their belief in 

one God, sacrificed a pig on the holy alter in the Temple, thus making the whole Temple unclean. This act 

spurred on the Maccabean wars that would eventually free Israel for a time before the Roman invasion.   

 

Jesus uses this image to tell His disciples that what had happened almost 200 years earlier would occur again. 

This second fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy occurred in AD 70 when the Roman army destroyed the Temple. 

Luke 21:20-24 focuses on this fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy. It would be important for believers living in 

Jerusalem at that time to get out of the city as fast as possible, not even taking time to pack before they go. This 

is opposite of the normal practice in wartime. Cities were usually the place of safety, but at this time God’s 

vengeance for Israel’s unbelief would make Jerusalem the last place they would want to be. The Jewish 

historian Josephus, who lived during the time of the revolt, says that ninety-seven thousand people were taken 

captive in the war and over one million were killed.   

 

The “times of the Gentiles” refers to the time of Israel’s occupation by foreign powers.  The Jewish revolt 

continued even after the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple. It would come to a final end in 135 AD when 

Bar-Cocha (“son of a star”) led a failed rebellion and the last remnants of Israel were crushed. Rome plowed up 

the Temple mount and built an altar to Jupiter on the site. From that time forward, Jews were forbidden from 

Jerusalem on pain of death.  

 

There is a third fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy that is yet to come. Some of the details in Daniel do not fit with 

either of the first two fulfillments. Mark 13 and Matthew 24:15-21 focus on this still future fulfillment. Paul 

tells us that during the final 7-year Tribulation, the Antichrist will set up his throne in the Temple and proclaim 

himself God (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4). This is the final desecration that will begin the massive persecution of the 

Jewish people during the last 3 ½ years of the Tribulation, a time called “the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jeremiah 

30:7).  This will be the greatest persecution of God’s people of all time! That God would “shorten those days” 

means that the only thing that will save the Jews from utter annihilation is the coming of their Messiah to rescue 

them.   

 

This passage shows the sovereignty of God in a dramatic way. He is in control of history and nations. How does 

this truth help you in your daily struggles? 
 


