
EXODUS: CONFIRMING THE COVENANT 

Wednesday, May 15 

Reading: Exodus 24:3-12 
 

Exodus 24:7  Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded,  

“We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey.” 8  Moses then took the blood, sprinkled  

it on the people and said, “This is the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in 

accordance with all these words.” 
 

Exodus 21-23 give various laws concerning Israel’s worship and daily life which Moses would 

write down after returning from God’s presence on Mount Sinai. When the people hear God’s 

words they again promise to do everything that God has said.  

 

To confirm the covenant, Moses set up an altar where they offered burnt offerings and fellowship 

offerings. Moses saved half of the blood of these sacrifices and splashed the rest against the altar. 

This was the confirmation from the people that they accepted God’s covenant and were grateful 

for His love and care for them. Moses again reads the covenant to the people, giving them ample 

time to think about what it meant and consider their own hearts. And again the people respond 

that they will obey. Moses sprinkles the remainder of the blood on the people to finalize their 

covenant with God. 

 

Then an amazing event occurs on Mount Sinai. Moses, Aaron and his sons, and the seventy 

elders of Israel sat down and had a meal in the presence of God. This kind of meal was common 

between people who had just made a covenant together. How could they see the God of Israel 

and live? It is obvious that they saw His glory but only the magnificent pavement “under His 

feet” is described. God’s footstool was so glorious that they did not dare look any farther. 

Exodus 33:20 tells us that no man can see God’s face and live! So like Moses at that later event, 

these men saw the glory of God in some form but not His full revelation. But even this small 

glimpse of God was awesome. The comment in verse 11 implies that even as they ate and drank 

they were fearful that God might strike them dead. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Everything the Lord Has Said We Will Do.” How little these people knew their 

own hearts! The past two months of complaining and attacking Moses should have revealed that 

they were not ready to keep God’s covenant. The prophet Jeremiah would later say, “The heart is 

deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). While we 

must always strive to live holy and pure lives, it would be foolish to assume that human beings 

can be perfect (see 1 John 1:8 – 2:2). We too often ignore the Holy Spirit’s warnings and listen 

instead to our old sinful nature. Our prayer must always be: 
 

“Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then I will be blameless, innocent of 

great transgression. May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, 

LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer” (Psalm 19:13-14). 
 

LESSON TWO: “This is the Blood of the Covenant.” The author of Hebrews uses this incident 

to remind us that “without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness” (Hebrews 9:18-21). On 

the night of the Last Supper, Jesus raised a cup and said, “This is My blood of the New Covenant 

which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” But unlike the old covenant where 

sacrifices had to be repeated constantly, Jesus’ sacrifice would be once-for-all. Have you entered 

into this New Covenant by accepting Jesus as Lord and Savior?  

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: 2 Chronicles 17-20; Acts 9 


