
ECCLESIASTES: WHAT’S THE ANSWER? 

Friday, May 15 

Reading: Ecclesiastes 12 
 

Ecclesiastes 12:1  Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble come  

and the years approach when you will say, "I find no pleasure in them"--13  Now all has been heard;  

here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole [duty]  

of man. 14  For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good  

or evil. 
 

Joseph Campbell is probably best remembered for his PBS television documentary series “The 

Power of Myth.” He was an expert in world mythology and religion. His philosophy is often 

summarized by his phrase: “Follow your bliss.” When confronted with the issue of the meaning 

of life, Campbell made the following statement: “Life has no meaning. Each of us has meaning 

and we bring it to life. It is a waste to be asking the question when you are the answer.” 
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Solomon would say that Mr. Campbell’s view is the exact opposite of the truth. His final 

conclusion is that the meaning of life is found in God not ourselves. We need to “remember [our] 

Creator.” As Solomon has developed his argument in this book, God becomes more and more a 

part of the picture with each passing chapter. Now at the end, Solomon’s wayward heart has 

finally returned to the truth that all true meaning comes from God. 

 

Much ink has been spilled over the interpretation of Ecclesiastes 12:2-7. I believe these verses 

give us a picturesque description of the aging process. The eyes grow dim (12:2, 3b), the limbs 

become shaky (12:3a), teeth are falling out (12:3a), and the ears do not hear well (12:4). Fears 

increase, the hair turns white (almond blossoms), and there is loss of strength and bodily 

appetites (12:5). Verses 5b-7 describes that final moment when life ends and the spirit “returns to 

God who gave it.” 

 

In the final analysis, Solomon reminds all of us that we are not getting any younger so now is the 

time to prepare for eternity. He returns to the command he had stressed years before in the book 

of Proverbs - “Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.” A life 

of meaning is a life lived for the Lord. It is a life that is centered on His will and His purpose for 

our lives.   

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

Solomon ends with a warning about the judgment of God. Since God is Creator, He is also 

Judge. How we live matters! Therefore life is not futile and meaningless. Contrary to Joseph 

Campbell, we are not the answer to the meaning of life - God is!  Thus we must live our lives for 

Him. As believers, that is what we have been called to do. 
 

Ephesians 2:10  For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 

prepared in advance for us to do. 
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READ THE NT: Acts 25 


