
DEVOTIONS FOR ACTS 7-11 
 
 

TAKING STEPHEN’S STAND 

Monday, May 15 

Reading: Acts 7 
 

Acts 7:55  But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and  

Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56  “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man 

standing at the right hand of God.” 57  At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their 

voices, they all rushed at him, 58  dragged him out of the city and began to stone him.  

 

When Martin Luther was summoned to the Diet of Worms in 1521 to answer charges of heresy 

against the Roman Catholic Church, he thought he would be allowed to defend his biblical 

views.  To his dismay, he was given no opportunity to defend his beliefs. Instead, he was ordered 

to recant. Luther asked for a day to think about his decision, which he knew could mean his life. 

He prayed for courage, then came back the next day and made his stand on the truth of Scripture, 

“I cannot do otherwise.  Here I stand. God help me.” On his way back to Wittenberg, Luther was 

“kidnapped” by friends and taken into safe hiding.
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What would we do if we faced Luther’s choice?  How about the situation Stephen experienced?  

After his long sermon in which he defended himself against the charge of blasphemy and showed 

how the Jews had rejected God’s messengers throughout their history, Stephen (like Peter) 

confronted the religious leaders with their own guilt for rejecting Jesus.  His vision of seeing 

Jesus at the right hand of God would remind the ruling council of Jesus’ words at His trial: 

“From now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty God” (Luke 22:69).  

This was more than they could stand - so much so that they kill Stephen without a trial or 

verdict! 
 

Why was Jesus standing in Stephen’s vision?  In every other passage, Jesus is sitting at the right 

hand of God.  While we cannot know for sure, two possibilities are intriguing.  One possible 

reason was that Jesus was standing in Stephen’s defense.  No one else was standing up for 

Stephen, so the Lord Himself did!  Another idea is that Jesus was standing to welcome Stephen 

home.  He had been a faithful witness unto death and the Lord was waiting to receive him into 

his reward. 
 

Whatever the reason, this vision gave Stephen the strength not only to endure his martyrdom but 

to follow his Lord’s example by forgiving His enemies. What were the results of Stephen’s 

faithfulness?  For one thing, the persecution that began here spread the gospel to new areas (Acts 

8:4-5; 11:19).  I believe a second result has to do with Saul of Tarsus. Watching Stephen die 

made an impression on this zealous Pharisee.  Years later he would recount Stephen’s death 

while sharing his own testimony to the hostile crowd at the Temple in Jerusalem (Acts 22:20).  

Though he tried to fight it by persecuting those who believed as Stephen did, Christ had gotten a 

foothold on Saul’s heart that would ultimately result in his conversion. 
 

We should all determine to take Stephen’s stand.  Instead of praying for fewer difficulties so we 

can witness better, let’s pray that we might witness better through our difficulties.  Who knows - 

another “Saul” may be watching! 
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