
SIGNS OF THE TIMES 

Friday, May 14 

Reading: Luke 21:5-19 
 

Luke 21:17  Everyone will hate you because of me. 18  But not a hair of your head will perish. 19  Stand firm,  
and you will win life. 

 

The Olivet Discourse is Jesus’ greatest teaching on future events. However, His purpose is not to satisfy the 

curiosity of His disciples but to warn them to “watch” and be ready for the events that will come. To get the full 

picture it is important that we compare Luke 21 with the parallel accounts in Matthew 24-25 and Mark 13, for 

each give additional details. 

 

The Temple Destruction (21:5-6) – After the conflicts in the Temple, Jesus and His disciples depart. 

Apparently, the disciples can see that Jesus is upset and try to distract Him with the magnificence of the 

Temple. The Temple was special in the hearts of the Jewish people. It was the place they believed that God 

dwelt. Thus Jerusalem could never fall because God was in its midst. That is why Jesus’ disciples were so 

shocked when Jesus predicts that the Temple would be completely destroyed. 

 

The Trouble Escalates (21:7-11) – The disciples are quiet on the journey to the Mount of Olives. Now sitting on 

its slopes overlooking the city and the Temple, they ask Jesus when all this will happen (cf. Mark 13:3; 

Matthew 24:3). The disciples are confused about the timing of future events. They assume that the destruction 

of the Temple will immediately bring in the kingdom. Jesus now warns them not to be deceived by signs, for 

“the end is not yet.” 

 

1. Religious Counterfeits – They are not to be deceived by those who claim to be the Messiah. Many through 

the years have claimed to be “the return of Christ.” Jesus said this should not surprise His followers.  

  

2. Political Conflict – “Wars and commotions” have always been a part of human history. It is a result of sin 

which destroyed the harmony of God’s creation. These too are to be expected by believers, but the end is 

not yet.These conflicts will continue to increase as nation rises against nation until the end comes. 

 

3. Natural Catastrophes – Earthquakes are nothing new to this world. Nor are famines, which are often the 

result of war, but can also come from natural causes or human abuse of creation. “Pestilence” means plague 

or disease. The increase of all these should be expected for those who live in this fallen world. They will 

culminate in the final “great signs from heaven” of the Tribulation period. 

 

The Coming Persecution (21:12-19) – Jesus warns His followers that persecution will come from all sides. 

There will be political persecution (21:12-15), division within the home (21:16) and opposition from the world 

(21:17-19). When persecution comes the believer needs to see it as an opportunity to share their faith. We need 

to rely on the Holy Spirit to guide our words and actions. We can stand firm no matter what happens because 

we know we are in the Father’s care. 

 

We don’t really know what persecution is today in America. We think getting laughed at is really bad. But 

around the world Christians are being put in prison and killed for their faith. As we see the signs of the time, we 

should be praying hard for our brothers and sisters around the world and praying for the salvation of lost souls. 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE BIBLE: 2 Chronicles 29-32; Acts 11 


