
EXODUS: TACKLING THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 

Tuesday, May 14 

Reading: Exodus 20:1-17 
 

Exodus 20:2  “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  

3  “You shall have no other gods before me. 
 

The Ten Commandments are the most famous law code in human history. They are an 

introduction to Israel of God’s law that will be presented in the rest of Moses’ writings (Exodus, 

Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy). These laws revealed the character of God, His plan for them 

to live holy lives, and the sacrifices and worship system that would draw them closer to God.  

 

We must notice that obedience to the Ten Commandments did not make Israel God’s people. 

They were already God’s people because He had redeemed them from slavery in Egypt. These 

laws were to show them how to live as God’s people. The Ten Commandments can be divided 

into two sections. The first four commandments deal with their vertical relationship with God 

(20:3-11). The last six commandments deal with their horizontal relationship to others (20:12-

17). Centuries later Jesus would “boil down” the Ten Commandments to these two things: 
 

Matthew 22:35-40  One of them, an expert in the law, tested Him with this question: “Teacher, which is the 

greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love 

your neighbor as yourself.’  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

 

LESSON ONE: “I Am the Lord Your God.” By starting with our relationship to God the Ten 

Commandments teach us that no government, no society, no individual can have justice and 

righteousness without God at the center. Without Him the rest of the commands are worthless 

and impossible to keep. Why is our nation falling apart? Because they have removed God from 

society. Why does your life fall apart? Maybe you have moved God down your list of what’s 

important and replaced Him with some “idol.” Anything that is more important to you than God 

is an idol! 

 

LESSON TWO: “Honor Your Father and Mother.” After God, our next priority must be the 

family. It stands at the head of the list of our relationship with others. As goes the family, so goes 

the nation. A nation cannot survive long when it ignores the importance of the family. We are to 

have the same honor and respect for our earthly mothers and fathers as we have for our heavenly 

Father. God’s people stand for the family. How does your family life measure up? Are there 

areas you might need to “fix”?  

 

LESSON THREE: “And God Spoke All These Words.” What was the purpose of the Law? It is 

not a checklist for salvation. The Law could not save anyone (see Romans 8:3; Galatians 2:21). 

The Law is like a mirror that shows us our sin (Romans 7:7-8). Once we realize we are sinners, 

the Law then points us to Christ. The Apostle Paul said the Law is like a tutor or guardian that 

shows unbelievers their need for a Savior (Galatians 3:23-25). Have you been trying to follow a 

“checklist” to be right with God? If we follow Jesus’ synopsis of the Law God will lead us in the 

path of righteousness: “Love God with all your heart” and “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: 2 Chronicles 13-16; Acts 8 


