
THE WIDOW’S MITE 

Thursday, May 13 

Reading: Luke 21:1-4 
 

Luke 21:2  He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. 3  “Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor widow  
has put in more than all the others. 4  All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put 
in all she had to live on.” 

 

Jesus had just spoken about how the teachers of the law “devour widows’ houses.” In this next event, we see an 

example of this abuse in action. Jesus and His disciples are observing as people gave to the Temple treasury. In 

the Court of Women, there were 13 large trumpet-shaped treasure chests. The people would file by and place 

their offerings into these brass receptacles. You can imagine the clink of the coins as the rich put their bags of 

money into the chests. Everyone would “ooh” and “ahh” over their “generous” gift. Then a poor widow came in 

and put in 2 small coins equal to about ½ a penny. While it was small in comparison to the gifts of the others, 

Jesus stated that it was more than all the others for it was all she had. 

 

By placing this story in the middle of this paragraph, Jesus wants us not only to see something about the widow, 

but also about the religious leaders. Notice that Jesus does not actually commend the woman for doing this nor 

does he suggest that His disciples emulate her actions. He merely states the fact that she had given all she had. 

Is it possible that this woman had been manipulated by the scribes into giving her entire livelihood? Even while 

pointing out this poor widow’s heart for the Lord, could Jesus be condemning the religious system that had 

manipulated her giving? As Jesus will stress next (21:5-6), this system would soon be destroyed because of 

these abuses and the faithlessness of the rulers.     

 

This episode of the widow’s mite has both a positive and negative lesson for believers today. Positively, 

believers should have a willing heart to give like this poor widow.  Her example reminds us that giving to the 

Lord is not so much a matter of amount as it is of attitude. While God does not expect His people to give their 

“whole livelihood” to the church, He does want them to place everything they have into His hands and under 

His control. This includes giving regularly to the ministry in the local church and sometimes sacrificially for His 

work to be done. 

 

Negatively, this event reminds believers that they must be careful what they support with their giving. Even 

when giving with the right attitude, there is a danger of giving to a work that does not honor the cause of Christ. 

Many so-called ministries today do not exist for the glory of God but for the advancement and profit of the 

“ministers.”  Where does the money you give go? Would God be glorified by what your money is used to do? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: 2 Chronicles 25-28; Acts 10 


