
ECCLESIASTES: LIFE IS A CIRCLE 

Wednesday, May 13 

Reading: Ecclesiastes 3 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1  There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven: 2  a time  

to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, 3  a time to kill and a time to heal, a time 

to tear down and a time to build, 4  a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, 

5  a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain, 6  a time to 

search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, 7  a time to tear and a time to mend, 

a time to be silent and a time to speak, 8  a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for 

peace.  
 

The opening words of Ecclesiastes 3 sound familiar to people who have never even opened a 

Bible. They were used almost verbatim in a song written by Pete Seeger in the late 1950’s and 

made popular by the American folk rock band The Byrds in 1965 when it shot to #1 on the 

Billboard Hot 100 Chart. Seeger gave 45% of his royalties for the song to the Israeli Committee 

Against House Demolitions because in his own words, “[in addition to the music] I did write six 

words.” It has been rerecorded by dozens of other singers and groups and been featured in 

movies and TV shows from “Forrest Gump” to “The Wonder Years.” 

 

From Solomon’s point of view, these verses describe what we might call “the circle of life.” 

There is a time for everything yet we have very little control over when and what happens. From 

a human perspective life can be monotonous. He wraps up this thought in 3:15 by saying 

“whatever is has already been, and what will be has been before; and God will call the past to 

account.” 

 

In Seeger’s classic song he suggests “to everything turn, turn, turn…” However, when we turn to 

the cycles of life from a purely human perspective we will end up like Solomon - questioning 

why we even try! Solomon even comes to a point as he views the wickedness of people where he 

begins to question if they are any better than the animals (3:18-22). But Solomon does hold out a 

glimmer of hope in this monotonous world - God is in control.  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

Solomon makes several statements that encourage us that life is not meant to be monotonous. It 

has purpose when we look beyond this world.   

 

1. God has made everything beautiful in its time (3:11a). The Lord is in control of each moment 

and whatever God does is good.  

 

2. God has set eternity in the hearts of men (3:11b). In every human heart there is a longing to 

know God. Most people try to fill this longing with temporal things. But only a relationship 

with the Creator will satisfy this void. 

 

3. Whatever God does will endure forever (3:14). While we cannot fully understand the big 

picture of God’s plan (3:11c), the God of eternity sees the end from the beginning and is 

working out His purpose in every second of our lives. 

 

To fixate on the circle of life is to miss the One who created it and keeps it running. We are not 

to “turn” to things but to the Creator who is in control of our times. 
 

 

READ THE NT: Acts 23 


