
A QUESTION OF MESSIAH 

Wednesday, May 12 

Reading: Luke 20:41-47 
 

Luke 20:41 Then Jesus said to them, “Why is it said that the Messiah is the son of David? 42  David himself declares in the 
Book of Psalms: “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand 43  until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” ’ 

 

Having defeated all the questions hurled at Him, Jesus now asks one of His own. The religious leaders had the 

wrong idea about the Messiah. They were expecting a human ruler from the line of David who would rule a 

purely earthly kingdom from his throne in Jerusalem. This is what they had taught the people. Jesus now points 

out that they did not have the full picture. He quotes Psalm 110:1, a psalm of David that was understood by 

everyone to be a prophecy of the coming Messiah. In this psalm, King David refers to Messiah as “Lord,” the 

one who is master and not merely his descendent. He describes the Son’s place of honor at God’s right hand and 

His ultimate victory over all His enemies. Jesus’ final question was an attempt to get the religious leaders and 

the people to realize that Messiah was more than the human descendent of David. He was God in flesh. But 

instead of grasping this truth, the religious authorities only intensified their efforts to destroy Christ. 

 

Now that Jesus had everyone’s attention, he issues a warning to the crowds in the Temple. While the scribes 

and other leaders wanted the people to believe they were the most righteous of people, in reality they were 

living only for their own pleasure and power. They wanted everyone to notice them and treat them with honor 

and respect. Their job was to be teachers of God’s Word but they were using their position to abuse and take 

advantage of the people. “Devouring widow’s houses” was a picture of the scribes manipulating the poor 

widows into giving their money and property to the Temple, of which much of it would go into their own 

pockets. All these abuses of power would bring great condemnation on them for they knew what was right and 

chose to please themselves instead of God. 

 

It is important that we accept Jesus as our Lord. That means that He is our Master, the One who is in control. To 

believe in Christ but still live for your own pleasure and will is missing the point. Jesus sits at the right hand of 

the Father – the ultimate place of power and authority. And that is the place He should have in the hearts of 

believers as well. Does Jesus sit on the throne of your heart? Or does “SELF” sit there? 

 

Instead of using their position the help the people know God, the religious leaders of Jesus’ day used their 

power and influence to get attention for themselves. Do we ever seek glory for ourselves in our Christian 

service? Is God’s glory our ultimate goal? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: 2 Chronicles 21-24; Acts 9 


