
ECCLESIASTES: UNDER THE SUN 

Tuesday, May 12 

Reading: Ecclesiastes 1-2 

 

Ecclesiastes 1:2  "Meaningless! Meaningless!" says the Teacher. "Utterly meaningless! Everything is 

meaningless." 3  What does man gain from all his labor at which he toils under the sun?...14  I have  

seen all the things that are done under the sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing after the wind.  
 

Have you ever felt that something was meaningless or pointless? After years of stocking yogurt 

at a grocery supercenter I can sympathize. I would spend hours each night making sure the 

shelves were full and when I returned the next night they would be completely empty. 

Sometimes I wondered if other workers even looked at it through the day. It was very 

monotonous. 

 

This is the impression we get from Ecclesiastes. Sometime during the middle of King Solomon’s 

reign he turned his back on God. His many foreign wives “turned his heart after other gods”       

(1 Kings 11:4). It was probably during this period that Solomon searched for meaning in life. 

There are two phrases that stick out in this book: “under the sun” and “meaningless.”   

 

The book of Ecclesiastes is Solomon’s search for meaning in life from the human point of view 

(“under the sun”). When we look at life without putting God in the picture it IS pointless - - - 

meaningless. Solomon tried everything to make his life worthwhile apart from God. 

 

He tried worldly wisdom but found it to be full of sorrow and grief (1:12-18; 2:12-16).  He tried 

the gratification gained from wine and pleasure but found it did not last (2:1-3).  He next turned 

to work to find some satisfaction. He became rich and powerful but it did not satisfy (2:4-9). The 

only reward was a temporary delight that soon faded away (2:10-11). It would all be left behind 

to someone who did not work for it (2:17-23). His analysis was life was all meaningless! That it 

is better to “eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die” (see Ecclesiastes 2:29; 5:18; 8:15; 

Isaiah 22:13; 1 Corinthians 15:32). This is the attitude of a person without God in his life. 

 

At the end of chapter two, Solomon begins to realize what makes life worthwhile - - - what 

makes life meaningful. He acknowledges that satisfaction in work comes from the hand of God 

and no one can find true meaning without Him (2:24-25). He also states that God is the Giver of 

wisdom, knowledge, and happiness, but it is for those who please Him (2:26). Thus, Solomon 

begins to turn his wayward heart back to the God who gave Him his wisdom. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

Are you discouraged with life here “under the sun?” Solomon’s final advice at the end of the 

book is to look up beyond the sun - to the God who made it!  He is our only hope - - - our only 

Source of meaning - - - under the sun. 
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Acts 22 


